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upon the unanswerable force of its reasoning, as 
conclusive on the points discussed: 


«* But the power of Congress over the person or property | 


of a citizen can never bea mere discretionary power under 


our Constitution and form of Government. ‘The powers of | 


the Government aud the rights and privileges of the citizen 
are regulated and plainly defined by the Constitution itself. 
And when the Territory becomes a part of the United 
States, the Federal Government enters into possession in 


the character impressed upon it by those who created it. It | 
enters upon it with its powers over the citizen strictly || 


defined, and limited by the Constitution, from which it 
derives its own existence, and by virtue of which alone 
it continues to exist and act as a Governmentand sover 
eignty. It has no power of any kind beyond it; and it 


cannot, When it enters a Territory of the United States, | 


put off its character, and assume discretionary or despotic 
powers which the Constitution has denied to it. Itcannot 
create for itself a new character separated from tie citi- 


zens of the United States, and the duties it owes them | 


under the provjsions of the Constitution. The Territory 
being a part of the United States, the Government and the 
citizen both enter it under the authority of the Constitu- 
tion, with their respective rights defined and marked out; 
aud the Federal Government can exercise no power over 
his personal property, beyond what that instrument con- 
fers, nor lawfully deny any right which it bas reserved. 

‘* A reference to a few of the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion will illustrate this proposition. 

“Por example, no one, we presume, will contend that 


Congress can make any law in a Territory respecting the | 
establishment of religion, or the free exercise thereof, or || 


abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right 

of the people of the Territory peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the Government for the redress of grievances. 
‘* Nor can Congress deny to the people the right to keep 


and bear arms; nor the right to trial by jury; nor compel || 
any one to be a witness against himself in a criminal pro- | 


ceeding. 

“ These powers, and others, in relation to rights of per- 
son, which it is not necessary here to enumerate, are, in 
express and positive tern:s, denied to the General Govern- 


ment, and the rights of private property have been guarded | 


with equal care. Thus the rights of property are united 
with the rights of person, and placed on the same ground, 
by the fitth amendment to the Constitution, which provides 


that no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, and prop- | 
And an act of Congress | 


erty, without due process of law. 
which deprives a citizen of the United States of his liberty 


or property, merely because he came bimself or brought his 
property into a particular Territury of the United States, 


and who had committed no offense against the laws, could 
hardly be dignified with the name of due process of law. 


** So, too, it will hardly be contended that Congress could | 


by law quarter a soldier in a house in a Territory without 


the consent of the owner, in time of peace ; nor in time of \| 


war, but in a manner prescribed by law. Nor could they 
by law forfeit the property of a citizen in a Territory, who 
was convicted of treason, for a.longer period than the life 


of the person convicted ; nor take private property for public | 


use without just compensation. 

“The powers over person and property, of which we 
epeak, are not only not granted to Congress, but are in ex- 
press terms denied, and they are forbidden to exercise them. 
And this prohibition is not confined to the States, but the 
words are general, and extend to the whole territory over 
which the Constitution gives it power to legislate, including 
those portions of it remaining under territorial government 
as well as that covered by States. 


any inroads which the General Government might attempt, 
under the plea of implied or incidental powers. 
Congress itself cannot do this—if itis beyond the powers 
conferred on the Federal Government—it will be admitted, 


we presume, that it could not authorize a territorial gov- || 
It could confer no power on | 


ernment to exercise them. 
any local government, established by its authority, to vio- 
late the provisions of the Constitution. 

** It seems, however, to be supposed that there is a dif- 
ference between property in aslave and other property, and 


that different rules may be applied to it in expounding the | 
Constitution of the United States. And the laws and usages || 


of nations, and the writings of eminent jurists upon the re- 
lation of master and slave, and their mutual rights and du- 


ties, and the power which Governments may exercise over 


it, have been dwelt upon in the argument. 
** But, in considering the question before us, it must be 
borne in mind that there is no law of nations standing be- 


It is a total absence of 
power everywhere within the dominion of the United | 
States, and places the citizen of a Territory, so far as these | 
rights are concerned, on the same footing with citizens of || 
the States, and guards them as firmly and plainly against | 


And if 
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| of the provisions and guarantees which have been provided 
| for the protection af private property against the encroach 
{| ments of the Government. 
** Now, as we have already said, in an earlier part of this 

| opinion, upon a different point, the right of property ina 

slave is distinctly and expressly affirmed in the Constitu- 

tion. The right to traffic in it, like an ordinary article of 
| merchandize and property, was guarantied to the citizens 

of the United States, in every State that might desire it, for 
|| twenty years. And the Government, in express terms, is 
pledged to protect it in all future time, if the slave escapes 
trom his owner. This is done in plain words—too plain to 
be misunderstood. And no word can be found in the Con 
stitution which gives Congress a greater power over slave 
| property, or which entitles property of that kind to less pro 
tection than property of any other description. The only 
power conferred is the power coupled with the duty of 
guarding and protecting the owner in his rights.”’ 


How do the Republicans meet reasoning like 
this? Is it by an examination and exposition of 
| the provisions of the Constitution? Isit bya fair 
| statement and lucid exposition of the facts of our 
| politieal history? Is it by the searching powerof 
| analysis, and the convincing force of sound [ogic? 


| the jurisdiction of the caurt, and an ad captandum 


pro-slavery judges 
broad, bold, audacious charges of contrivance and 


| decision of the august tribunal of last resort to 
which such questions are referable under the Con- 


Court of the United States to the political club- 
rooms and the hustings; the otheran appeal from 
the reason and conscience and judgmentofa bench 
of great, good, and learned judges, to the igno- 
rance, passions, and bigotry of deluded fanatics. 
Sir, this is the most alarming testimonial of the 
decadence of public virtue and patriotism, and of 
the impending pore to our system of free self- 
4 government and well-regulated civil and religious 
liberty. 

Suppose some members of the court are Dem- 
| ocrats. Is that a fact sufficient to throw suspicion 
on their fntegrity and doubt upon their reasoning? 


statesmen ef the past were of that political party. 
| And suppose some of them may be slaveholders: 


and answer facts and overturn logic? 
tonand Jefferson, and Madisonand Monroe, and 


Calhoun and Benton, were all slaveholders. Were 
they, on that account, less wise, less patriotic, and 
less trusted by the Republic? 
that the venerable Chief Justice, many years ago, 


acase,it would be against the interests of slavery. 


that he is a pro-slavery judge. 


|| circuit court were brought before them by the 
writ of error, and that they were bound to pass 
upon both. And though two out of the nine judges 
dissented from this opinion, the court stood divided 
as two to seven on the question. I will not speak 
\| of the political opinions of the two dissenting 
judges; for this would be to impugn the integrity 
of their motives, and to follow the vicious and 
dangerous example of the Republican party. But 
they avill see how such an argument, in the hands 
of men having no higher confidence in the purity 


| No, sir; by none of these. But by a demurrer to | 


| declaration that itis the opinion of Democratic and | 
on a political question, and by | 


corruption. ‘Thus taking a double appeal from the | 


sYtution; the one an appeal from the Supreme | 


A large majority of the American patriots and || 


Jackson and Polk, and Marshall and Clay, and | 


But the truth is, |) 


liberated all of his slaves; and from this fact I | 
would infer that, if he had any prejudice in such | 


And this fact is a sufficient answer to the charge | 


It was the opinion of the court that both the 
question of jurisdiction and the judgnient of the || 


da 





of the Supreme Court of the United States than 


tween the people of the United States and their Govern- || themselves, could be turned against them. I will 


ment, and intertering with their relation to each other. ‘The 
powers of the Government, and the rixhts of the citizen 
under it, are positive and practical reguldtions plainly writ- 
tendown. The people of the United States have delegated 
to it certain enumerated powers, and forbidden it to exer- 
cise others. It has no power over the person or property | 
of a citizen but what the citizens of the United States have 
granted. And no laws or usages of other nations, or rea- 
soning of statesmen or jurists upon the relations of master 
and slave, can enlarge the powers of the Government, or 
take from the citizens the rights they have reserved. And 
if the Constitution recognizes the right of property of the 
master in a slave, and makes no distinction between that 
description of property and other property owned by a cit- 
izen, no tribunal, acting under the authority of the United 
States, whether it be legislative, executive, or judicial, has 
a right to draw such a distinction, or deny to itthe benefit, 


59 


authoriti¢s adduced by the majority of the court 
in support of their view of this question, It is 


deno 


need the mae 


they have read it, have not understood it. 


not consume time 7 giving the arguments and | 


accessible to lawyers generally; and few others 
than they would feel an interest in examining | 
questions of pleading and jurisdiction. And I only 
refer to it this far to say that, in charity, 1 am led 
|| to hope the*men who have so often, in this Hall, 
of the court in ‘terms of 
| such bitterreproach an condemnation, have never 
read the opinion and judgment of the court, or, if 
The 
| presuraption that they act ignorantly would ex- 


| terized the discussion on the other side. 


| representing a slaveholding constituenc 
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| cuse them with contempt; while the supposition 

|| that they understand what they do, might, in his- 
tory’s future impartial judgment, set them down 
as willful calumniators of great and good men. 


Why, sir, if there is a class of men in the Re- 


public who are entirely out of the reach of polit- 
ical partisan dependence and motives, and above 
the reach of popular clamor, it must be the Fed- 
eral judges. And their very vocation is a conun- 
ual schooling of both the mind and conscience in 
all the higher and nobler duties of life. 
not envy the man who stakes his legal reputation 
in a ¢ontest against the opinions of the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case, or his character for 
truth and honor upon an assault on the integrity 
and purity of its judges. 


And I do 


This much I have felt it my duty to say, on 


| account of the repeated attacks which have been 
made here on the court in connection with this 
case. 

| of the judges. 

| of purity and honor, their great learning, and the 
exalted position they occupy, and the country’s 
confidence, is their defense. But Ihave said it to 
expose the efforts which have been made by the 
Republican party to mislead the public mind on 
great questions, by unfair and unjust attacks on 
a coordinate branch of the Government, right- 
fully acting within the sphere of its own duties, 


I do not say this to defend the reputation 
Theic venerabie poate their lives 


Mr. EDGERTON took the floor. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. With the gentle- 


man’s consent, I will propound an interrogatory 


to the gentleman from Texas. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I will yield if it will not 
be taken out of my time, for I want all of the hour 


to which I am entitled. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


If there be no objection, 


it will be considered as the understanding of the 
committee that, if the gentleman 
be taken out of the gentleman’s 


rields, it will not 
eee: 

There was no objection, 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. The President of 
the United States, in his letter accepting the nom- 
ination of the Cincinnati convention, alluding to 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill, said that legislation 


|| giving to the people of organized Territories the 
does this change the meaning of the Constitution, || 


Washing- | 


right to determine the question of slavery for 


| themselves was as ancient as free government it- 


self. The President at the same time declared that 
the people of a Territory, like those of a State, have 


| the right to decide for themselves upon the ques- 


tion of slavery within their own midst. Now, the 
question I ask is this: what did the President mean 
by that language? 

Mr. REAGAN. Iam apprised of the gentle- 
man’s quarrel with the President, and not desir- 
ing to interfere in it, I’ leave the words for every 
gentleman for himself to construe, 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Thatisa queer way to 
answer; and yet itis about the only answer thatcan 
be made. If I have aquarrel with the President, 


it has nothing to do with the proper construction 
| of the language I have referred to. 
gentleman from Texas undertakes to 


When the 

uote the 
President, | think he ought to quote his whole 
record, and not garbled extracts from it. 

Mr. REAGAN. Itruns through forty years, 
and I could not possibly put it all in an hour’s 
Spee ch. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Give us, then, his 
record for the past four years,anditwilldo. The 
mor? of it we could have, the worse*it would be 
for him. 


Mr. EDGERTON. Mr. Chairman, I should 


, not have claimed the attention of the House so 


early in the session, and perhaps not at all, but 
for the extraordinary violence which has charac- 
Who, 
that has been an observer of the proceedings of 
this House since we first met, can doubt the ex- 


| istence of an repenenne conflict? Hardly had we 


taken our seats here before an honorable member 
threw 
the apple of discord into our midst, and for more 
than eight weeks kept this House disorganized, 
during which time southern gentlemen and their 


northern allies stigmatized the free and intelligent 
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and as traitors to the country. Week after week 
we have patiently listened to the most violent 
abuse of our people. Rhetoric and epithet have 
both been exhausted by patriotic gentlemen in 
their efforts to blacken the character of. our con- 
stituents; and I am sorry to say, sir, that the most 
bitter assailants and exultant traducers of our 
northern people have been found among that little 
band of northern Democrats who on this floor 


, , i 
-ople of the North as false to the Constitution |, a) 
peopre ot " || opporttinity will be offered to abolish this lamentable evil.”” 


worthy a resolution ; I believe the time will come when an | 


General Washington, in writing to Robert | 
Morris, says: 

*T can only say that there is not aman living who wishes | 
more sincerely than I do to see some plan adopted for the | 


| abolition of slavery.” 


are monuments of the sparing mercy and long- || 


suffering of the North. 


3 r, Chairman, I do not complain that this | ; ; 
but, Mr. Ch : “a | crowning glory of his matchless career, he be- 


. || came a practical Abolitionist, making every slave 
regret that it was first introduced and discussed | I 4 : D y, 


for weeks by those who profess to deprecate its | 
I knew that, sooner or later, it musi |} 


subject of slavery has been introduced; nor do I 


agitation, 


come up for discussion. There is no political leger- | 


demain that can keep it down. 


Congressjonal | 
¥ 


compromises and party platforms have in vain at- | 


tempted to silence agitation, and settle the contro- | 


versy; but the strife has gathered intensity and 


force from the very efforts made to suppress it. | 


The conflict is irrepressible! [t is idle—worse than 
idle, itis madness—to attempt to ignore this ques- 
tion of slavery. It is the grand question of the 
age, and it will not be ignored; it pervades every 
yer of ovr wide-cxtended land, and comes up 


iere into the Halls of Congress, mecting us at the | 


very threshold. 
very nature of things. It has its origin in con- 
flicting ideas, which form the basis of our two 
systerns of labor. 


} 


And in his letter to Sir John Sinclair, he said: | 


“ There are in Penns¥lvania laws for the gradual abolition | 
of slavery, which neither Virginia nor Maryland have at 
present, but which nothing is more certain than they must | 
have, and at a period not remote.”’ 


And at the close of his eventful life, as the | 
he near free. ‘Thomas Jefferson, in his Notes | 
on Virginia, says: 

* There must, doubtless, be an unhappy influence on the | 
manners of our people produced by the existence of sla- 
very among us. ‘he whole commerce between master and 
slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous pas- | 
sions, the most unremitting despotism, on the one part, and 
degrading submissions on the other. Our children see this, 
and learn to imitate it; for man is an imitative animal. 
This quality is the germ of all education in him. From his | 


| cradle to his grave he is learning to do what he sees others | 


| do. Ifa parent could find no motive, either in his philan- 


| 


thropy or his self love, for restraining the intemperance of | 
passion towards his slave, it should always be a sufficient | 
one that his child is present. But generally it is not suffi- | 
cient. The parent storms, the child looks on, catches the 
lineaments of wrath, puts on the same airs in the circle of 


m™.: . | smaller slaves, gives a loose to his worst of passions, and 
> a 1] t ) ’ 
rhis conflict grows out of the | thus nursed, educated, and daily exercised in tyranny, can- 


|| not but be stamped by it with odious peculiarities. The | 


The system of free labor rests || morals undepraved by such circumstances. 


upon the Declaration of Independence; it finds its || 


great Republican party. The slave system rests 
upon the idea that man, like the horse, is the sub- 
ject-matter of property. This system finds its de- 
velopment at the South, and is supported by the 
Democratic party. These two ideas, which un- 
derlie these systems of labor, now meet for a final 
struggle. There is no evading the issue, and the 
North does not desire it. Let it be settled, now 
and forever. Let us know whether this Govern- 
ment is forever to be prostituted to the extension 
and support of slavery or not. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a growing spirit of free- 
dom at the North, which will brook no delay and 
will tolerate no evasion. It insists that this Gov- 
ernment shal! no longer build up and support sla- 
very; but that, wherever the General Government 
is responsible for its existence, we shall- smite it 
to the dust. We say to slavery, take what is 
nominated in the bond, but notatithe more. It 
has been made a subject of complaint on this floor 
that our northern people are educated to believe 
that slavery is wrong. 


| this world, it must be any other in preference to that in | 


| of the human race, or entail his own miserable condition 
| on the endless generations proceeding from him. With the 


| viction in the minds of the people that these liberties are of 
the gift of God? that they are not to be violated but with || 
| his wrath? Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect || 


} 


|| impossible to be temperate, and to pursue this subject 


I admit that the people | change already perceptible, since the origin or the present 
of the North abhor your cherished institutions. | 


They believe, with Bolivar, ‘* that slavery is an | 


infringement of all laws, and that a law having a | 
tendency to preserve slavery would be the greatest 


sacrilege.’’ They believe, with Fox, ‘that per- 


sonal freedom is the right of every human being;”’ 


and with Burke, *‘ that slavery is a state so im- 


proper, so degrading, and so ruinous to the feel- 
ings and capacities of human nature, that it ought 
not to be suffered to exist.’’ For myself, I can 


say that I look upon slavery as the climax of | 


wickedness—peerless and unapproachable in its 
atrocious preeminence. Talk as you will about 
your rights of property in man; the Almighty has 
written with the finger of love upon the heart of 
every human being the consciousness that he has 
a right to himself. If we of the North err on this 
subject, we err with the greatest and best men of 
all ages. The founders of our Government be- 
lieved, as we believe, that man has rights by virtue 
of hia manhood; and they went so far as to say 
that all men had these rights—the right to life, the 
right to liberty—and that these rights were inalien- 
able. They stood just where the Republican 
party stands to-day. Not one of those great men 
ever indorsed the cardinal doctrine of the modern 
Democratic party, which was so concisely stated 


by the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Bonnam:} 

“{ do not look upon slavery as a social, moral, and po- 
litical evil, but I look upon it as a social, moral, and polit- 
ical blessing and good.”’ 

As early as 1773, Patrick Henry, in a letter to 
Robert Pleasants, says: 

‘* Believe me, I shaii honor the Quakers for their noble 
efforts to abolish slavery. It is a debt we owe to the purity 
of our religion to show that it is at variance with that law 
that warrants slavery. I exhort you to persevere in s0 








| 





> . : | mitting one half the citizens thus to trample on the rights 
etch nent atthe North, and is sustained by the || of the other, transforms those into despots, and these into 


| enemies ; destroys the morals of the one part, and the amor 


man must be a prodigy who can retain his manners and 
And with 
what execration should the statesman be loaded, who, per- 


patrie of the other. For ifaslave can have a country in | 
: ? ; , ; | 
which he is born to live and labor for another; in which he | 
must lock up the faculties of his nature, contribute, as far | 
as depends on his individual endeavors, to the evanishment 


morals of the people their industry also is destroyed; for 
in a warm climate no man will labor for himself who can 
make another labor for him. This is so true that of the pro- 
prietors of slaves a very small proportion, indeed, are ever 
seen to labor. And can the liberties of a nation be thought 
secure when we have removed their only firm basis—a con- 


that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep forever ; that 
considering numbers, nature, and natural means only, a | 
revolution of the wheel of fortune, an exchange of situation, | 
is among possible events; that it may becomé probable by 
supernatural interference. The Almighty has no attribute 
which can take sides with us in such a contest. But it is 


through the various considerations of policy, of morals, of 
history, natural and civil. We must be contented to hope | 
they will fore: t..eir way into every one’s mind. [ think a | 





Revolution. The spirit of the master is abating ; that of the 
slave rising from the dust; his condition mollifying; the way, | 
I hope, preparing, under the auspices of Heaven, fora total | 
emancipation ; and that this is disposed, in the order ot 
events, to be with the consent of the masters, rather than 
by their extirpation. ” ~~ 

What Republican has ever used language more 
— than this in condemnation of slavery? 
Colonel Mason, of Virginia,-in the convention 
which framed our Constitution, expressed the 
opinions of the framers of that instrument when 
he said: 

‘* Slavery discourages arts and manufactures. The poor 
despise labor when performed by slaves. ‘I'‘hey preventthe 
immigration of whites who really enrich and strengthen a 
country. They produce the most pernicious effects on 


manners. Every master of slaves is born a petty tyrant. | 
They bring the judgment of Heaven on a country.” 


In the Congress of 1789, when the kindred sub- 
ject of the slave trade was under consideration, 

r. Parker, of Virginia, said: 

“ He was sorry the Constitution prevented Congress from 


prohibiting the importation altogether. It was contrary to 
revolutionary principles, and ought not to be permitted.” 


He said further on this subject: 

*‘ He hoped Congress would do all in its power to restore 
to human nature its inherent privileges; to wipe off, if pos- 
sible, the stigma under which America Jabored ; to do away 
the inconsistency in our principles justly charged upon us, 
and to show by our actions the pure beneficence of the doc- 
trine held out to the world in our Declaration of Independ- 
ence.”’ 


Mr. Madison, on the same occasion, said: 


“ By ex ng a national disapprobation Of that trade, 
itis to be hoped we may destroy it, and save ourselves from 
reproach and our posterity from the imbecility ever attend- 
ant on a country filled with slaves.”’ 

At the next session, Mr. Scott, alluding to the 
same subject, said: 

“Tam sorry the framers of the Constitution did not go 
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further, and enable us to interdict the slave trade altogether, 
for I look upon it to be one of the most abominable things 
on earth, and if there were neither God nor Devil, I should 
oppose it on principles of humanity and the law of nature ; 
for my part, [ cannot conceive how any person can be said 
to acquire a property in another.”’ 
The Republicans of to-day are denounced as 
_ traitors for adhering to the doctrines of the fathers. 
According to the new-light Democracy, itis rank 
treason to adopt the opinions of Washington, 
| Jefferson, Madison, and Henry. But the other 
day, in the other end of this Capitol, I heard a 
distinguished Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mas * 
| admit that the South, in a few years past, ha 
| changed its views upon this subject, ie because 
we will not change with our southern brothers, 
| because we cling with reverential love to the teach- 
ings of the fathers, we are stigmatized by the 
changelings as traitors to the Constitution. 
Let me Say to the Representatives of the South, 
| the North has ever been true to the Constitution. 
| No people so great and powerful ever before sub- 
| mitted to such wrongs as the free States have en- 
| dured from the slave States of this Union. For 
years, in most of the slavecholding States, the most 


‘| sacred provisions of the Constitution have been 


wantonly and persistently violated. Where is the 
liberty of speech and of the press in the slave- 
_ holding States? Can a northern man go through 
your sleve States and print and speak his opin- 
ions? Not if he believes in the Declaration of 
| Independence. He may crawl through, by stifling 


|, his convictions and belying his manhood; but he 


| cannot walk through erect, with the love of lib- 
| erty in his heart and its utterance on his lips. 
Can the preachers of the gospel discuss the moral 
bearings of slavery, and teach deliverance to the 
captive? Notatall. Only a few days since, a 
| distinguished gentleman announced here, that if 
| Beecher came South, they would hang him. And 
the gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Asu- 
| MORE] informed the House, that in his State the 
had arrested a man for selling Helper’s beak 
+ among free blacks and non-slaveholders; that he 
| was now in jail; and, with emphasis, he declared 
| they would nae him. 

Mr. ASHMORE. Will the gentleman allow 


|| me a word? 


Mr. EDGERTON. Certainly. 

Mr. ASHMORE. [Iasserted, T think—I do not 
| remember the precise language I used—but I as- 
| serted, that he was distributing books among the 
| free negroes and non-slaveholders for the purpose 
| of exciting an antagonism between the non-slave- 
| holders and the siaveholders; and that it was the 
_non-slaveholders upon whom he had attempted to 
| practice this insidious scheme, that first informed 





|| the better—I will not say better—but the more 
| ore men of the district of the fact, which 


| led to his arrest and incarceration in jail for a vio- 
_ lation of the law of the State. Jam glad, however, 
| of the opportunity of correcting the statement to 
| this effect. The letters communicating these facts 
to me were notaltogether concurrent. Some stated 
one thing, and some another; but after a time, and 
after I made the remarks that I did here, on the 
occasion referred to by the gentleman, I ascer- 
| tained the true facts of the case. This person had 
furnished, not a free man, but one slave, with one 
of these Helper books. That slave can read and 
write, as many of our intelligent and houschold 
slaves in South Carolina can; and it was intended 
| by him to use that slave as his instrument, for the 
| purpose, undoubtedly, of inciting other slaves to 
resistance to their masters. 
| Mr.EDGERTON. Iam perfectly willing that 











| the gentleman’s explanation shall go into my 


| 
| speech. Indeed, I desire it; for I wish it for cir- 
| culation, and the explanation is not in conflict at 
all with the statement which I have made. 
Now, I will confess 1 do, not understand such 
a state of society. Is it really a crime in the 
South, punishable with imprisonment and death, 
to ciecunae a book among free men? and a book, 
too, as harmless as the Impending Crisis? I have 
heard gentlemen denounce that book in most vio- 
lent language, asserting that it advised insurrec- 
tion, treason, servile war, arson, and murder. 1 
say that the book advises no such thing, and I 
eall upon gentlemen to produce any such recom- 
mendation from that book. I presume that gen- 
tlemen who made the charges never had read the 
book. And yet to sell this harmless book in a 


slave State is considered acrime. Where is your 


‘constitutional liberty? In what respect does the 





— 
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liberty of South Carolina differ from the despot- 
ism of Austria? 

When I say that northern men cannot travel 
in the southern States and give utterance to their 
opinions, I do not say that the laws prohibit it. 
But there is a power above law and above Con- 
stitution. That power is the power of the mob, 
controlled by the privileged oni In the pres- 
ence of slavery the law is silent, and the Consti- 


man has become the supreme law of the land. | 
The — of the free States respect all constitu- 
tional obligations; they guard, with especial jeal- 
ousy, the liberty of speech and of the press. ‘The 
most violentadvocate of slavery can travel through 
any of our free States. He may preach for sla- 
very and against freedom, and he will meet with 
no molestation. Not a hand will be raised against 
him in violence; but from the farm and the work- 


shops he will find men willing and able to discuss | 


the subject with him. He may even publish his 


But, in these latter days, I find that new light | 


has burst upon the world; Democrats no longer 
admit that men have inalienable rights; for to ad- 
mit that brands slavery as a wrong, and slavery, 


| say they, is right—essentially right; a great moral, 
| social, and political blessing and good. Not Af- 


rican slavery; but slavery as a principle, black or 


| white, is right per se. The gentleman from Mis- 
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; | sissippi, (Mr. Lamar,} in his able speech the other | 
tution a nullity; for the right to hold property in || 


day, attempted to show that the Bible sanctioned | 


slavery; if it did, it was white slavery. Indeed, 
the gentleman did not attempt to sustain slavery 
upon the foolish pretext of color; but he based it 
upon the startling assumption that the stronger 
class has a right to enslave the weaker. 


It is | 
|| an alarming doctrine, that physical or mental su- 


| periority confers upon the possessor additional | 
rights; for who has nota superior? And if this be |) 


opinions in a book; we will not imprison or hang || 


the man who circulates it; we can trust our peo- 
ple to read whatever may be written; we require 
no censors of the press. 

How is it at the South? To be suspected of 
loving freedom better than slavery is a crime. 
Men, women, and children are banished from 
their homes and driven from your States for the 
atrocious crime of loving liberty and hating sla- 
very, not by process of law, but by the many- 
headed mob. A northern man can travel with 
more safety in any part of the world than in | 
our slave States. We can hardly take up a paper | 
but we see some new act of violence perpetrated 
upon our northern people. The unfortunate vic- | 
tim may invoke the Constitution, but it has no | 
protection for him. He may exclaim, I am an 
American citizen; but he will be answered with 
imprisonment, scourge,orgibbet. And yet we are 
gravely lectured for our want of respect for the 
Constitution ! 

Gentlemen of the South, the North demands of 
you the observance of constitutional obligations. 
She demands that her citizens be protected by | 
your laws in the enjoyment of their constitutional 
rights. She demands the freedom of speech and 
of the press; and if your peculiar institution can- 
not stand before them, let it go down, for the 
rights of a nation are not to be thrown away be- | 
cause they conflict with your system of bondage. 

Mr. Chairman, it is vain to talk of further con- 
cession to slavery. We have no confidence in 
its integrity. We have trusted to its plighted faith 
and foundit punic. Its last great act of treachery | 
shuts the door of compromise forever. We have 
yielded to its demands, and it has only increased | 
its arrogance and sharpened its appetite for yet | 
greater demands. Let slavery restrain its inordi- | 
nate lust for power; let it take its place under the 
Constitution, and not above it; let it respect the 
rights of others and cease its aggressions; then it 
will be time for its advocates here to lecture the | 
free States about their constitutional obligations. 
We hear much about the rights of the South—in- 
deed, we have heard little else; and one would sup- 
pose, listening to the speeches on the other side, 
that there were no rights except southern rights. 
We do not hear of natural rights, or the rights of 
American citizens, but the rights of the South. 
What do you mean by the rights of the South? 
Not the rights of your four million slaves; not 
the rights of the great mass of our white brothers, 
the non-slaveholders. Youcertainly do not mean 
these; you mean the rights of the privileged few, 
the rights of the slaveholding aristocracy. And, 
by a strange perversion of Tan uage, the party 
which is arrayed against the rights of the many, 
and sustains the most arrogant demands of the 
slaveholding aristocracy, is called the Demo- | 
eratic party! Mr. Chairman, I have heard strange 
doctrines avowed here. 
after Democrat defend slavery on principle, and | 
yet not one Democrat has arisen to condemn or 
reprobate it—no, not one. I had supposed that 
if anything was fixed in the theory of our Gov- 
ernment, or sustained by the teachings of our re- 
ligion, it was that man had certain God-given 
rights; that these rights were indefeasible; that 
these rights existed before, and were superior to, 
all constitutions and all laws; that they formed | 
the true basis of all political association; and that | 
**to secure these inalienable rights, governments 
are instituted among men.”’ 


I have heard Democrat || 


| subjects. 


the true doctrine, where is the man who may pot 
atany moment become aslave? This hasalways 
been the tyrant’s plea. Intrenched behind the 
Divine right of superior birth, or superior class, 
he imposes his despotic will upon his cringing 
There is not a despotism to-day but 
sustains itself upon the very argument by which 


| Democracy attempts to justify slavery. 


When we-assert that slavery is contrary to 
natural justice, we are asked for the evidence. 1 


| see that evidence in the intellectual and moral ca- 
| pabilities of man, which assert the right of im- 








| can slave trade in particular. 


provement, and which slavery denies; I see it in 


| wasatime when thater 


the eternal aspirations of the human heart; I see | 
it in the blight and ruin which ever follow, sooner | 
or later, in the footsteps of slavery; and finally, I | 
see that evidence in the fact that slavery denies | 


to man every right; for the very idea of slavery 
is the exclusive ownership of one man by another. 
Blood, bone, sinew, and soul, all belong to the 
master. According to the Louisiana code: 


** A slave is in the power of the master, to whom he be- 


longs ; the master may sell him, dispose of his person, his || 


industry, his labor; he can do nothing, possess nothing, nor 
acquire anything, but what must belong to his master.’ 


IT hold in my hand a pamphlet, which some gen- | 
tleman has kindly sent me from Mississippi. It | 


appears to be areport made to the southern com- | 


mercial convention, held at Vicksburg, May 10, 
1859. The object of this convention appears to 


have been to look after the much talked of south- | 


ern rights in general, and the yee of the Afri- 
“rom this southern 
pen we have a more enlarged definition of slavery. 
Mr. BRANCH. Will the gentleman allow me 
to set him right on a question of fact? 
Mr. EDGERTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BRANCH. I understand the gentleman 
from Ohio to say that the object of that southern 


commercial convention was to look after the open- | 


ing of the slave trade. Perhaps the gentleman is 
not aware of the fact that, when that subject was 
introduced into the convention, it was voted down 
by an overwhelming majority of the convention, 
and that the object of those conventions has no 
connection whatever with the African slave trade, 


but is to promote and encourage southern com- | 


merce. Let me state the additional fact, that the 
introduction of this subject into that southern 


commercial convention has destroyed and broken | 
up the whole system of conventions that had lasted | 


for years. 


Mr.“EDGERTON. I read from the pamphlet: | 


*©5, The value of the association is the laborer himself, 


| and not, as in free Jabor, the private contract or labor obli- 


gation. Inthe free system, the labor obligation is property; 
but in the slave system, the laborer himself is property. 
The man himselfis a negotiable chattel ; his soul is ignored ; 
he isa brute; he can be sheared like a sheep, branded like 
a mule, yoked like an ox, hobbled like a horse, marked like 
a hog, and maimed like a cur; he can be butchered like a 


beef, skinned like a buck, or scalded like ashoat; he can || 


be hurled into a fishpond to fatten and flavor lampreys, or 
smeared with tar and set on fire to light ungodly dances. 
«*6. The continuance of the association is systematic. 
This is slavery’s eminent advantage over free labor. The 
hireling’s association is a variable, whose functions are 
climates, soils, idiosyncrasies, race, education, morality, 


as long as he pleases, for whom he pleases, and for what 
he pleases. But the slave works not as he pleases, but as 
his master pleases. 
continuous, adaptable and regular, that strikes and idle- 
ness are virtually eliminated. 


sponsible capital.’’ 


I will not attempt to add anything to this pic- 
ture of what slavery is, as defined by southern 
men; but I may be permitted toask, ‘‘ Is slavery 


The slaves thus are economically so | 


Indeed, slavery is nothing || the State of South Carolina, when I say so.’’ 


more than labor obeying unchecked, unregulated, and irre- | 
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slave? a blessing which should be fostered by the 
General Government?” Again: ifslavery be right, 
then the labor of the slave is a duty which he owes 
to his master; and to follow the sentine! north star 
to Canada and freedom, would be larceny. And 


| besides, ifone man meyer made a slave, sa, 


then, may all others; if man has no rights as man, 
then everything is lett to the blind sway of chance; 
the strong enslave the weak, and salle becomes 
the measure of right. This ghostly atheism can 
never meet the approval of our people. It de- 
thronés Ged, and enthrones instead the devil of 
discord and strife. Iam thankful that no party 
at the North can maintain such doctrines and live. 
That sectional Democratic party is fast dying out; 
in fact it has now no existence at the North, ex- 
cept a sort of commercial existence. A few cotton 
merchants, a few cotton divines, and a few cotton 
politicians, constitute its strength. Be not de- 
ceived, gentlemen of the South. They are a Swiss 
guard; they serve for pay, and do not represent 
the opinions of the people. 

Mr. Chairman, the old ery of disunion has been 
raised here; not by Republicans, not by any mem- 
ber on this side of the House, but by Democrats; 
and day after day this Hall has rung to the shriek 
of disunion. We have heard the same ery before; 
it has become familiar to our ears, and it has al- 
ways been the precursor of some new aggression 
upon freedom and the rights of the North. There 
could excite alarm; there 
was a time when it could extort concessions; but 
thattime has passed. Itis now impotent for evil. 
If you of the South are resolved upon disunion, 
why delay? Proceed at once to your purpose! 
The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Crawrorp] 
stated the issue some days since, when he said: 

‘* Sir, this question has resolved itself at last into a ques 
tion of slavery and disunion, or no slavery and Union. My 
position is taken; that of my constituents is taken; the 
position of the North is taken, and there is no mistaking 
that position.’’ 

Yes, sir, the position of the North is taken, 
unmistakably islioe.aauinad slavery and disunion, 
and in favor of Union and freedom. In a subse- 
quent part of his speech, he states the contingency 
which, in his opinion, would justify disunion: 


“* Now, in regard to the election of a Black Republican 
President | have this to say, and I speak the sentiment of 
every Democrat on this floor from the State of Georgia: 
we will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Repub- 
lican President. [Applause from the Democratic benches 
and hisses from the Republicans.] I repeat it, sir: and i 
have authority to say so; that no Democratic Representa- 
tive from Georgia on this floor will ever submit to the in- 
auguration of a Black Republican President. [Renewed 
applause and hisses.]}’’ 


There is no ambiguity in this; and I commend 


| the gentleman’s frankness, if not his zeal. Here 


is the Democracy of an entire State, it seems, in 
favor of disunion. 


The honorable gentleman from Mississippi {Mr. 
Davis] is equally explicit. He said: 

‘*Gentlemen of the Republican party, I warn you. Pre- 
sent your sectional candidate for 1860; elect him as the rep- 
resentative of your system of labor; take possession of the 
Government as the instrument of your power in this conflict 
of ‘ irrepressible conflict,’ and we of the South will tear this 
Constitution in pieces, and look to our guns for justice and 
right against aggression and wrong. Decide, then, the des- 
tinies of this great country. We are prepared for the decis- 
ion.”’ 

Another gentleman from the same State [Mr. 
Sive.eton]| said: 

“You ask me when will the time come; when will the 
South be united? It will be when you elect a Black Repub- 
lican—Hate, Sewarp, or Chase—President of the United 
States. Whenever you undertake to place such a man to 
preside over the destinies of the South, you may expect to 
see us undivided and indivisible friends, and to see all par- 
ties of the South arrayed to resist his inauguration.’’ * * * 

‘© We can never quietly stand by and permit the control 
of the Army and Navy to go into the hands of a Black Re~- 
publican Presfdent.” 


A gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Bon- 
HAM,]inaspeech delivered here afew days since, 


| said: 


** As to disunion, upon the election of a Black Republi- 


| ean, [can speak for no one but myself and those | have 


1} 
i} 
1} 


} 
it 


|| here the honor to represent; .and I say, without hesitation, 
and religion. The free laborer thus works when he pleases, | 


that, upon the election of Mr. SewaRbD, Or any other man 
who indorses and proclaims the doctrines held by him and 
his party—call him by what name you please—I am in 
favor of an immediate dissolution of the Union. And, sir, 
I think I speak the sentiments of my own constituents and 


I cannot continue these extracts, but will close 
by citing one other, from the very able speech 


| of the honorable gentleman from Alabama, {Mr. 


Curry:} 
“¢ However distasteful it may be to my friend from New 


a good—good for the master and good for the || York, (Mr.Ciarx,] however much it may revolt the public 
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veutiment or conseience of this country, 1am not ashamed 
or afraid publicly to avow that the election of Witiiam H. 
Sewarp or Salmon P. Chase, or any such representative 
of the Republican party, upon a sectional platform, ought 
to be resisted to the disruption of every tie that binds this 
Confederacy together. {Applause on the Democratic side 
oft the House. }”’ 

These, sir, are but samples of what we have 
heard daily from the Democratic side of this 
House. | think it is safe to say that the southern 
Democracy is a. unit on the question of disunion, 
or perhaps I should say the question of rule or 
disunion. It matters litue what may be the-views 
of northern Democrats, for they are powerless in 
the party. Theirs is the ignoble duty of indorsing 
the platform when laid down by the South, and 
supporting the candidate the South places upon 
it. But what do these threats of disunion mean? 
Is it the language of menace? I trust not; it will 
not move a man from his purpose, but if I know . 
eneens of the spirit of our northern people it 
will arouse an indignation that will sweep away 
the last vestige of disunion Democracy! It is 
an insult which the North ought and | trust will 
resent. It all amounts to just this: You Repub- 
licans—you men of the North, if in a constitu- 
tional way, you dare to elect a man to the Pres- 
idency who reflects your opinions on this subject 
of slavery, we of the South, we Democrats, will 
tear this Constitution in pieces; we will dissolve 
the Union. What, sir, does the South deny the 
right of a constitutional majority to rule in a con- 
stitutionalway? Is an election binding uponus, 
provided your candidate is elected; and are you 
free to disregard and repudiate it, should our can- 
didate succeed? Is this the unequal contest to 
which you invite us? As honorable men, will you 

0 into the contest with this predetermination ? 

hile you can rule it is well; but if the majority 
decide against you, then you will tear the Consti- 
tution to pieces. 

Thank God, we of the free States hold our rights 
by no such uncertain tenure as your will, but by 
virtue of the Constitution and our own ietaitaed. 
Through the long night in which slavery has 
ruled this land we have submitted to its iron sway; 
for years we have seen this Government all on the 
side of slavery! No man could hold office under 
it from the free States, unless he first went under 
the yoke. The slightest suspicion of love for uni- 
versal liberty excluded the possessor from all par- 
ticipation in this Government, and for a northern 
man to say a word against the Union was rank 
treason. But at the South, how different! To’ 
advocate slavery was no crime, and to denounce 
the Union a positive virtue. We have seen men 
pass warm from the rostrum where they had de- 
nounced the Union into the highest offices of the 
land; they fill the Halls of Congress; take their 

laces in the Cabinet, or go on foreign missions. 

e have seen all this and peaceably submitted; 
and now when we take the baton of power, think 
you we shall allow you to wrest it from our grasp, 
and that, too, over a violated Constitution? No, 
gentlemen; we disregard your warnings, and we 
scorn your dictation! When the people have 
brought in their verdict, that verdict will be exe- 
cuted. If it be against us we will submit, as we 
have done before; if it be against you, you will 
submit also. 

Sir, gentlemen talk about dissolving this Union, 
as if it were a pastime—a holiday sport. Dothey 
realize all the Senegus of sucha disruption? This 
Government cannot pass away without a struggle 
—without civil strife and garments yo!led in blood. 
It was a grand sight when the aged Fabricius stood 
up before the Carthagenian Senate, and, holding 
in his hand his gathered robe, he proffered them 
war or peace. But it isa lamentabigsight, when | 
eae stand here in the Congress of these 

nited States, and say to the majority, “If you 
dare to exercise your rights, we will destroy the 
Union; we will tear the Constitution to pieces.”’ 
Let me ask you, gentlemen, to’look before you 
leap into this abyss. Now is the time for delib- 
eration; and not after the fatal step is taken. 

For what do you propose to dissolve this Union? 
What is the end to be attained? The spread and | 
perpetuation of slavery? The distinguished gen- | 
tleman from Georgia, (Mr. Crawrorp,] in his | 
speech, said: 

“We have now four million slaves. In some twenty- 
five years hence tve will bave eight million. We demand | 
expansion. We will Aave e. m, in spite of the Repub- | 


lican pry, and all the Abolitionists of the Old and New 
World.” 


TH 





1 The gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. Sinere- 1 grand and.perpetual anthems to free labor and free 


Ton,]} in the speech to which I before referred, said: |! 


**] ask, again, what will be the future of the southern 
slaveholder? 
the institution will necessarily be overthrown. 
a question of time. We have now four million slaves in 
the fifteen southern States. That population, doubling itself, 
according to the census returns, every twenty-five years, 
by natural increase—to say nothing of African importations 


—we will in fifty years from now have sixteen million.”’ 


Think of it, sixteen million slaves in the land 


i} 


whose declaration SS ee Peo the | 


equal rights of man. More than 
number of inhabitahts in this country at the time 
of the Revolution. At the same increase, in one 
hundred years there would be sixty-four million 
slaves in this land of the free and this home of the 
brave. But, says the gentleman, I tell you here 
this day— 

‘The institution of slavery must be sustained. The South 
has made up its mind to keep the black race in bondage. If 
we are not permitted to do this inside of the Union, I tell 
you that it will be done outside of it. Yes, sir, and we will 


If slavery be confined to its present limits, |, 
Itis only | 
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ve times the || 


| for our past subserviency. 
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men. If you think slavery a good, you must 
keep it, if you will; but spare us the shame of its 
support. Ask us not to countenance what the 
late member from Harper’s Ferry district and 
present Minister to France (Charles J. Faulkner) 


so justly describes ‘‘as the bitterest drop from the 


chalice of the destroying angel.’’ If you choose 
to linger in deerepitude and decay—to hug the 
cankering curse of slavery to your bosoms—do 
it; we at least will be free; we wash our hands 
from its pollution. 

Sir, our position is definitely taken, and I would 
have no one deceived. The giant North, at last, 
standserect. ‘* Don’t back down, as you have 
done before,’’ said the gentleman from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Crawrorp.] We deserve the burning taunt 
But the gentleman 


’ 


|, may allay his fears; he may quiet his apprehen- 


expand this institution; we do not intend to be confined | 


within our present limits.”’ 


It is, then, for this institution of slavery that 
you are going to dissolve this Union. But when 
you have broken down the Constitution, and set 
up the standard of revolt, the newly-elected Pres- 
+ hem whose duty it will be to see that the laws 


are executed, will send the Army, backed by the || 


wealth and power of the nation, to enforce obe- 
dience; and, in that fierce struggle, how would 
your peculiar institution stand the shock? Itnow 


exists only by the permission of the civilized world. | 


A hand raised against it, a word, a look, and it 
trembles to its base. If it will not stand before 


Helper’s book, how will it endure the presence of | 
The standard of revolt will | 


be the signal of emancipation; and the man who || will confine myself strictly to correcting a misap- 


an invading army? 


raises that standard must covet the crown of mar- | 


tyrdom which he undoubtedly would wear. Tell 
me not that slavery isan element of strength. If 


it be, why destroy the liberty of speech and the | 


freedom of the press? Why expel from your 
midst the friends and advocates of freedom ? Why 
surround it with a Chinese wall of ignorance, and 
fortify it with bloody and terrific penal enact- 
ments? And, finally, if slavery be that natural 
and felicitous state 


have heard represented on || 


this floor, why is the Christian world shocked by | 
| the cold-blooded barbarism of southern legisla- 
tors, who propose to banish from their homes | 


thousands of free men and women, or reduce them 
to slavery? No; slavery is as weak as wicked! 
How could it be otherwise? **Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?’? There is 
a fearful and sometimes an intimate connection 
between national sins and national retribution. It 


| is one of the decrees of the Almighty, written in 
| the past history of the world, that nations shall | 


not trample with impunity upon the weak and de- 


fenseless. Well might Jefferson “tremble for his || 
| that the 


country when he considered that God was just, 

and that His justice would not sleep forever.’’ 
Weare told defiantly that if slavery cannot have 

expansion inside, of the Union, it will have it out- 


|| time of an 


sions; there will be no backing down: 


We cannot falter; did we so, 
The stones beneath woula murmur out, 
And all the winds that round us blow 
Would whisper of our shame about; 
No! let the tempest rock the land, 
Our faith shall live, our truth shall stand. 


True as the Vaudois hemmed around 
With papa! fire and Roman steel ; 
Firm as the Christian heroine bound 
Upon Domitian’s torturing wheel, 
We bate no breath, we curb no thought, 
Come what may come, we falter not. 


Mr. ASHMORE obtained the floor. 
Mr. BRANCH. [ask my friend from South 


Carolina to yield me a few minutes of his time, 


to enable me to correct a misapprehension of facts. 
Mr. ASHMORE., Iam willing to yield, if it 
be the pleasure of the committee. 
Mr. BRANCH. If the committee consent, I 


prehénsion. 
Mr.GROW. Does the gentleman from South 
Carolina wish to make his speech to-night? 


Mr. ASHMORE. I do not desire to speak this 


| evening; and if the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
, desires the floor, I will yield it, provided I shall 
| be entitled to it to-morrow. 


Mr. GROW. Lhave no objection, and I will 


| yield a few moments to the gentleman from North 


Carolina. 
Mr. BRANCH. I do not desire to encroach 
on the time of any member, and therefore ask 


| unanimous consent that I may be allowed five or 


ten minutes, without its being taken from the 
one. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair hears no objec- 


tion, and the gentleman from North Carolina is 


entitled to the floor. 

Mr. BRANCH. The gentleman from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Epcerton,] who has just concluded his re- 
marks, introduced a commit from which he read 
a charge against the system of slavery as it now 
exists in the South. -Upon examination, I find 
amphlet purports to be prepared by a 
man by the name of Henry Hughes, a gentleman, 


| so far as I can learn, unknown to any gentleman 
| upon this floor. 


side ofthe Union; in other words, unless we consent |, 


| the minds of our people, it is that slavery shall 


never extend another inch in this Union. We 
will not consent to expand this evil, and stand 


submit to our southern brothers if it is wise to 
keep up this sectional strife, to press upon us this 
eternal agitation? If vou are resolved to make 


| slavery, as you have made it, the test in politics, 


I will not complain, for the free States are fast out- 


stripping your slave States in en and the | 


question will very soon be settled. If you desire 
peace, youcan have it; only be satisfied with what 


pa over your coming millionsof slaves; and | 


you have, remembering that there are rights North | 


as well as South, and that our Constitution was 
made to secure the blessings of liberty, and not 
to impose upon men the curse of slavery. True, 
we love liberty and hate slavery. We are inflex- 
ibly attached to our free inStitutions: we see in 
them the approval of Heaven. 

Look over the free States; see their wonderful 
achievements in arts, in agriculture, in commerce, 
and in literature; see their free churches and free 
schools. Theyare prond monumentsto freedom; 


Mr. McRAE. 1 will say to the gentleman that 


_ tothe rule of slavery, the Union shall be dissolved. | 1 am intimately acquainted with that gentleman, 


Gentlemen, if that is your determination, now is | 
the time to strike, for the rule of slavery is broken; | 
and if there is anything fixed, religiously fixed, in | 


who is a man of a very high order of intelligence. 

Mr. BRANCH: I ee, the gentleman will not 
take up any portion of my five minutes. I do not 
propose to assail the author of the pamphlet. 

It seems that the southern commercial conven- 
tion appointed a committee to make a report under 
the following resolution: 

‘* Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to 


| report to the next convention, 1. Whether, since the adop- 


| tion of the Federal Censtitution, the peculiar labor system 


of the United States, South, has progressed. 2. Whether 
the relation of ‘master to servant’ is now identical with 
that originally contemplated by the Constitution.” 


Jt is in response to these resolutions that this 
report was made. The chairman, in making the 
report, said: 

*« When the Constitution of the United States was formed, 
our negro-labor system was in theory and practice slavery ; 
its ultimate abolition was generally expected. 

“The people and the people’s statesmen knew truly two 
relations of servant and master, and therefore deemed that 
only two labor systems were possible. One was slavery 
men the other free labor; consequently, while negro sla- 
very was truly deemed to be inhuman and unjust, free labor 
was deemed to be its only substitute.”’ 


And again: | 
* It never occurred to the thinkers of the Revolution that 


there was a third labor system; that this, while not free 
labor, and not slavery, combined all their effects and none 
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of their defects, and bore to them the relation which liberty | 


bears to freedom on the one hand and slavery on the other.” 


The report goes on to speak of the peculiari- 
ties of the three systems of labor. 
he enumerates ten peculiarities. When he comes 
to the consideration of the.second kind of labor, 
he says: 

‘* Slave labor resembles, in many essentials, free labor ;”’ 


And goes on to enumerate ten peculiarities of the 
slave system. Itis from that enumeration of the 
ten peculiarities of labor that the gentleman from 
Ohio read his extract. 

The report further on says: 

* Such are the ten peculiarities of slavery, the system 
opposed to free labor. 

* The third, or composite labor system, embodies al! of 
the effects, and none of the defects of the other two. 

** And as the composite now is virtually the negro labor 
system of the United States South, and therefore familiar 
to.us all, its happy peculiarities may soon be noted, for 
they are not less distinct than delightful.”’ 

. 


The committee will perceive that in response to 
those resolutions, and strictly in response to the 


resolutions by which the duty had been imposed | 


on him by the convention, the chairman of that 


committee lays down that there are three sys- | 


tems of labor known to the United States. One 
he calls the free-labor system; another he calls 
slavery—being the system of negro servitude 


existing at the time of the Revolution—among | 


the peculiarities of which, according to his state- 
ment, were those read by the gentleman from 
Ohio; and the third he calls the negro-labor sys- 
tem of the South, as it exists at this time. He 


institutes a comparison between the three, and | 


comes to the conclusion that the system of labor 
at the South has changed since the Revolution, 
and changed for the better; and states that the bad 
system which existed at the time of the Revolu- 


tion, and which was described in the extract read | 
by the gentleman from Ohio, had been super- | 


seded by a better, purer, and more philanthropic 
system. He enlarges upon these points in the 
report, which is strictly responsive to the resolu- 
tions under which it was proposed. 


I wish to say, further, in relation to the report of | 


the proceedings of that convention, that when gen- 


tlemen of the North undertake to hold responsible | 
the whole slaveholding interests of the South for | 


all that is done at these southern commercial con- 
ventions, they do us very great injustice. These 
conventions are not called with any reference to 
slavery or the interests of slavery. They have 
been held for years past. Their object has been 
to cultivate our industrial interests, and improve 


the commercial system of the South; and when, | 
at the last convention, as I stated while the gen- | 


tleman from Ohio was making his speech, an able 
and distinguished gentleman moved a resolution 


looking to action for opening the African slave | 
trade, the convention voted down the proposition | 


by an overwhelming majority. And it is gener- 
ally understood now at the South, that in conse- 


uence of the unpopularity of that movement at | 


the last convention, no more of these conventions 
will be held. ; 

I have accomplished all I desired; and I con- 
clude by saying that, if the gentleman from Ohio 
will read that report, he will see that he has done 


gross injustice by attributing to the author of that | 
a the allegation that the odious peculiarities | 


which he says belonged to the institution of sla- 


very eighty years ago still attach to it; for he says | 
expressly that there has been so great and marked | 
an amelioration as to induce him to classify it as | 
a new and different system. Without subscribing | 


to his opinions as to the character and features 
of the institution eighty years ago, I will vindicate 


him thus far, and will not further trespass on the | 


committee. 


Mr. GROW next addressed the committee on | 


his homestead measure. [His remarks will be 
published in the Appendix. 

Mr. JUNKIN obtained the floor 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I would suggest 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania that if he does 
not desire to proceed with his remarks now, I 
will move that the committee rise. 

Mr. JUNKIN. If I proceed with what I have 
to say now, there will be that much time saved. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Very well. 

Mr. JUNKIN. I will proceed without delay 
to the discussion of what was my chief -purpose 
in obtaining the floor, to wit: the protection of 





Of free labor | 


THE C 


American industry, by a fair and reasonably pro- | 


tective tariff. 

And permit me here to remark, that, with a 
country stretching from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific ocean, and from the snows of Canada to the 
mild skies of the Rio Grande, embracing every 
variety of climate, unparalleled in the fertility of 


. r ee i 
its soil, the beauty and grandeur of its scenery 


unsurpassed, with water powers exceeding in 
efficiency and capacity the residue of the world 
combined; with the mineral ores and the black 


diamonds underlying nearly every foot of our | 
broad land; with an intelligent, industrious, and | 


enterprising population; yet, with all these de- 
cided, and elsewhere uncombined advantages, 
we have our workshops in Europe, our spinning 
jennies in Manchester, our iron furnaces in Wales, 


| our knife factories in Sheffield, our founderies in 





| can deny this? 





Scotland, and our silk looms in France. 
sir, with all these bountiful gifts of God showered 
upon us, we blindly, and with a fatuity unparal- 
leled, turn from these treasures in our midst, and 
import annually more than three hundred and fifty 
millions of foreign products, instead of saving 
$200,000,@00 of that sum by encouraging our own 
domestic industry. Why, sir, was ever sucha 


Yes, | 


spectacle presented to the world, of a nation spurn- | 


ing wealth and industry from its own doors, and 
eagerly steaming the ocean, in hot haste, to pour 
its gold and silver into the coffers of European 
Powers? Was there ever seen policy more sui- 
cidal? Yes, sir, under a sealeaded and spurious 
tariff, which amounts to a tax, without even in- 
cidental or accidental protection, we have «sub- 
stantially free trade od nothing else. You are, 
by your present system, taxing the people with- 
outany corresponding benefit. It is high time this 


ook around, and what do we behold? Industry 
crippled in every direction; the artisan folding 
his hands in despair; pinching penariys with its 
shriveled form, stealing into his habitation, ‘that 
home where he loves to dwell;’’ and as he gazes 
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who would otherwise have been employed in man- 
ufacturing said article is engaged (for the want 
of proper cncouragement) in producing beef, pork, 
wheat, beans, and cabbage; and thus, instead of 
a consumer, becomes a competitor. Now this ex- 
ample will stand for every kind of manufacturing 
which can be done in this country, and which is 
now done abroad. 

I desire now to press this point upon the House 
and upon the country, namely, thatthe great policy 


| of every government, and the interest of the farmer, 


is to bring the producer and the consumer as near 
together as it is practicable or possible to do, [tis 
the expense of transportation, whether it be a 
manufactured articie or an agricultural product, 


| that creates the difference of price at different points 


of acountry. For instance, a bushel of corn in 
Kentucky is worth forty cents; but if it is carried 
to the city of New York it is worth eighty cents. 
How comes this difference of one half? Simply be- 


| cause the cost of transportation is just forty cents. 


on those dear dependents who lean upon him for | 


support, he feels that the heavy hand of his Gov- 


ernment is against him; that his cry of distress | 


reaches not the dull ear of power. The night no 
longer reveals the cheerful fire of the coal pit on 
the mountain side; it has been extinguished by 
the free trade policy of thisGovernment. Every- 
where men are sighing for the good old days, not 


** Polk, Dallas, and the tariff of 1842,’’ we Demo- 


| *©of Adam and of Eve,’’ but of the tariff of 1842. | 


crats of Pennsylvania inscribed upon our banners | 


in 1844; but when the election was over, the vic- 
tory won, and the people gulied, it was still Polk 
and Dallas, but ‘*nary’’ a word about the tariff 
of 1842. ‘* The child’s name was Anthony.’”’ 


Now sir, let us look into this question, “What | 


are we doing? Why, sir, with every ton of iron, 
every yard of broadcloth, every web of calico, 
every dozen knives, every foot of Scotch pipe, 
we import from foreign countries, we buy with it 
not only the value of raw material, and the skill 
and labor bestowed upon it—but the bread and 


the workmen employed in their production. Who 
And yet we hear high-sound- 
ing talk, that we are agricultural, and can roe 


find a market for our cereal and farming prod- || 


ucts, by trading with the world; when in point of 


| fact, we not only pay for the labor employed in 


the manufacture of the article, but also for what 
the labor consumes when so employed. Now, 
then, if that article, be it What it may, had been 


But if you had a consumer for that bushel of corn 
on the spot in Kentucky, where it was raised, its 
intrinsic value would be, and is, just as great in 
Kentucky as in New York; but the want of that 
consumer creates the necessity for transportation, 
and hence the cost of transportation is the difference 
in its value at these two points. Now, if there 
lived alongside of the producer of this bushel of 
corn in Kentucky, a weaver of broadcloth who 
would consume it, then it would command eighty 
cents at home. And so with reference to any 
other article of agricultural product. And yet, 
ridiculous as it may seem, we are gravely told, 
that the oftener and further the agricultural and 
manufactured articles are carried and transported 


| the cheaper both become; and I suppose, on this 
ee poe and ruinous policy were abandoned. || 


| them for nothing. 


theory, if both were carried once or twice round 
the globe, the consumer would, in the end, get 
It is very manifest that this 
process of cheapening by transportation is absurd. 

Now, what, in reality, are the products that a 
farmer remote from large cities has for sale which 
will bear transportation, exclusive of cotton? Why 
simply his wheat, rye, corn, beef, pork, and 
occasionally a few bushels of cloverseed. His 
potatoes, beets, cabbage, apples, pa &c., all 
that class of gross products, will not bear trans- 
portation, commission, and expense of getting 
them into market; and it really costs him from 
fifteen to twenty-five per cent. to get even his more 
valuable products, such as wheat, rye, &c., there. 
But build up mnnethetiting satahiiekenstianyiiaiae 
that branch of industry, and towns, villages, and 
cities would spring up in every portion of the 
country, at which a market would be furnished 


| not only fur such products, less gross, and which 


he usually sells, and that too without the cost of 
transportation, but he would find ready sale for 
all those gross articles which, although more 
cheaply raised, are now only produced for his own 
consumption, and from which he receives no rev- 
enue whatever. Not only would the farmer find 
a ready sale for all these products, but the build- 


|| ing up of such manufacturing establishments 
beef, potatoes, cabbage, and beans required by | 


manufactured at home, the person so employed in | 


its production would not only been withdrawn 


from producing the articles required to feed and | 


sustain him while so engaged, but he would ac- 
tually have been consuming the beef, cabbage, 
wheat, potatoes, and pork, which his neighbor, 
the farmer, had beep engaged during this very 
time in producing. Thus, then, not only the 
money expended in the purchase of the article 
so produced would have remained in the coun- 
try, for circulation and use, but that neighbor and 
farmer engaged in producing those articles of ne- 
cessity so consumed would also have found a 
market for those very articles; whereas, by its 
manufacture abroad, all these advantages are fore- 
gone. First, the money required to pay for it is 


i} 


| you ask, have you to gain by t 


taken out of the country; and in the second place | 


the market for all these agricultural products so 


| 


would withdraw a large portion of the community 
who are now producers, and convert them into 
consumers. At present, what occupation is open 


| to industrious men except the cultivation of the 


| would lose. 


soil, thereby increasing competition, while from 
the depressed condition of our manufacturing in- 
terests, the consumers are diminished? Now, 
every practical man knows full well that men 
owning mere truck-gardens near populous cities 
make fortunes off ten-acre lots, although they 
never sowa grain of wheat or raise a stock of 
corn, while others remote from such cities are 
broken up on four-hundred-acre farms. How 
comes this? Simply because the one finds a mar- 
ket for all he can raise of every description, while 
the other is swamped in the transportation of his 
less bulky and more valuable products. 

But it may be said that, while the eastern States 
would gain by the protective system, the West 
Well, sir, let us see about that. 
Your nine million of the great West are clearly 
entitled to be consulted in the determination of 
this question. We desire nothing that will injure 
or cripple your energies. You are a power in this 


Confederacy, and must not be ignored. What, 


1 


consumed is lost; and to make it still worse, he |: 


is system? In 
fact you are pork—essentially pork, wheat, beef, 
corn, and ‘‘¢orn juice,”’ from the western line of 
Pennsylvania back to the very verge of civiliza- 
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tion. Let us see. You want consumers. You 
have a highly favored soil; no guano, lime, ma- 
nure, or other stimulant is wanted, away out be- 
neath the setting sun. If troubled at all, it is to 
keep down the rank exuberance of your prairies; 
where I hear you need no clocks; you can keep 
time by the pumpkin vines, they grow just two 
feet per hour; an where I once heard of a man 
who undertook to try the effects of guanoon that 
soil; be planted some cucumber seeds in that stim- 
ulant, when forthwith he saw the dirt flying, and 
although he used his bestendeavors to escape from 
the patch, still the vines overtook him, and to his 
surprise and consternation, when he got over the 
fence he found a cucumber gone to seed in his | 
pocket! Now, sir, what does such a country as | 
that want,except a market? Thatisall. It can 
supply all the world and “ the rest of mankind.” 
But where find the consumers? I will tell you. 
Give us protection. Let us withdraw our dense 
population in the New England and middle States | 
from cultivating much of their soil that is barren 
and sterile; withdraw that portion which is now 
competing with you in the productions peculiar 
to your region, or at least produce what they con- | 
sume, Let us withdraw these from producing, 
and allow them, under reasonable protection, to 
delve into ‘*caverns dire’’ in pursuit of our fron 
ere, and our coal, and let our furnaces, forges, | 
nail factories, and bloomeries be once more red 
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Certainly not. He has paid just as much (fifty 
dollars) as though he had purchased the home 
manufactured article. Who, then, pocketed the 
difference between the original cost, transporta- 
tion, duty, and selling price? Notthe consumer, 
for he paid market price, fifty dollars. It is man- 
ifest the importer secured the difference to himself, 
and was the only man benefited by the transac- 
tion. By this process, the consumer was in no 
wise benefited; while the home manufacturer was 


| broken down, and the laborer robbed of his daily 
| bread. 


One word more in regard to the West. 
that garden of the world ever before so crippled 
and prostrated ina pecuniary point of view? In- 
deed, when before, except during extraordinary 
financial embarrassments, was the whole country, 
both agricultural, manufacturing,and commercial, 
so hampered and depressed? And yet, under the 
bounty of Providence, the last year has witnessed 
such agathering of the jeweled grain as this con- 
tinent never saw before; the *‘ reaper hath’’ indeed 
‘* filled his hand and the binder his bosom.”’ Yet, 
what does it avail? There are no consumers, no 
purchasers. Our money has gone to foggign coun- 


tries to pay the balance of trade, forty or fifty 


|| millionsofdollars,againstus. | 
| ing the large revenue ee annually from 
| California, that Eldora 


with the refining fires. Let the hum of our spin- || 


dies and the stroke of the hammer be again heard. 
Let the collier again sing merrily at his task, while 
his shadow appears once more on the background | 
of his pit. Let the woodman’s ax once more | 
venom 


1 


| 
‘** And for him the earth will forget te mourn, | 
And leap at a blast of his mountain horn.” 
Let all this be once again restored, and my word | 
for it, we will tax your industry and your fruit- | 
ful land to their utmost capacity to supply our 
wants and meet our demands. And what will we | 
give you inreturn?) Why, say the free-traders, 
manufactured articles—the luxuries and necessa- | 
ries of life, at increased prices. This, sir, 1 most 
emphatically and earnestly deny. Give us the | 
market, the field of consumption, and our in- | 
creased production will enable us to manufacture | 
cheaper, and to furnish all these things at reduced 
instead of increased rates. It is the absence ofa 


market that now aw the manufacturer. He |! 


now labors under a double disadvantage, namely, 
he has first to contend against the pauper labor of | 
Europe; and secondly, the market is taken from 
him, or his sales limited by the influx of the for- 
eign article. But, drive the foreign article out of 
the market by imposing such duty thereon as will 
render it impossible for the foreign manufacturer 
to pay that duty, and you drive it from the field, 
leaving that market to be supplied by the home 
product, not at an increased price, but the differ- 
ence being simply that the home instead of the 
foreign article is sold and consumed. In other 
words, by reason of his increased sales, the home 
manufacturer is enabled, at a less profit, to sup- 
ply the demand; and yet secure a fair remuner- | 
ation for the capital invested. For example, 
suppose a manufacturér of carriages should, by 
reason either of a want of demand or from com- | 
petition, only succeed in selling ten wagons per 
annum. Now, it is manifest that, in order to live, 
he must secure his profits out of these ten sales 
by disposing of them at such rates as will pro- 
duce that result; whereas, if he could jncrease his 
sales to one hundred wagons, he could reduce his 
profits nine tenths, and thereby furnish the same 
article at a greatly reduced rate. Now, give the 
manufacturer the market, so as to increase his bus- 
iness nine tenths, and it is clear that he will be | 
remunerated at greatly less rates. This is all that | 
the American manufacturer asks or needs—the | 
market; and you may safely trust to his skill and | 
= for the cheapness of the price. Besides, | 
ome competition will regulate all that. Now, | 
sir, f submit that the consumer pays none the less 
because the article purchased is of foreign fabric. 
Let me illustrate this. Suppose an importer | 
buys a ton of iron in Liverpool at thirty-five dol- 
lars per ton, and the cost of transportation is five 
dollars, the duty five dollars, and the selling price 
here fifty dollars. Now the importer is notgoing to 
sei] that ton ofiron under the marketprice; he will 
ask and get fifty dollarsfor it. Doesthe consumer 
get it at any less price because it is imported iron? | 


Yet weare receiv- 


o of the Pacific slope, 
‘* Whose streams are amber, and whose sands are gold.”’ 
There is but one solution of the whole matter; 
we are over-trading, and pouring our golden treas- 
ure into the coffers of the Old World. Sir, I shall 
enter into no figures, submit no tabular statements, 
no exaggerated estimates of imports and exports. 
I prefer the light of experience and observation, 
to theory and speculation. Like the blind man 
restored to sight in the New Testamént, who, 


unable to in the rationale ofehis deliv- | 


erance, nevertheless, persisted in urging one fact, 
without comment or explanation, that, whereas 
he had been blind, he now saw, we do know, 
and that is sufficient, that, under the tariff of 1842, 
we lived prosperously and happily; every man, 
from the millionaire to the humble laborer, rejoiced 
in the prosperity of the country; whereas now the 
ery of distress, of closed manufactories, broken 
merchants, unemployed laborers is so general as 
to arrest the attention and consideration of the 
most indifferent. 


Having thus endeavored to reconcile the young || 


giant of the West to the protective system, it is 
my duty, as well as my pleasure, to appeal to our 
equally powerful brethren of the South. And let 
me here surmise that the same arguments, already 
urged in behalf of the interests of the West, ap- 


| ply with equal force to the States of Kentucky 
| and Tennessee, and even to Virginia and Mis- 





| souri. The States of Maryland and Delaware need 


no incentive to join Pennsylvania in this great 
measure; for, in our past lives, we have not been 
separated, and there is no death that can divide 
us. 

3ut the cotton States are the only ones likely to 
listen to this appeal with doubting faith; ran 4 to 
them therefore will 1 now address myself. Your 
great staple is cotton, not inaptly termed ‘ king 


cotton.’’ Truly, yoursisa great product, and your 


enormous exportation of that article, amounting 
to near two hundred million dollars annually, en- 
title your position and interests to a careful con- 
sideration. The price of your product like every 
other depends upon the supply and demand. Now, 
all you desire is a market capable of exhausting 


your supply at such prices as render its culture | 


profitable and remunerative; when you obtain 
these youare content. It matters not to you where 
that market is found, whether here or in a foreign 
land. 

Now, you fear, in this question of a tariff, two 
consequences: 

First, that under this sym, the prices of all 
these manufactured articles will be increased, and 
as you consume largely, you will be thereby 
injured. 

Secondly, that from inability of the foreign pur- 
chaser, through loss of his market on this con- 
tinent, there will be necessarily a reduction in the 
price of your staple. 

The first of these objections I consider already 
answered; the second deserves serious attention. 

In the first place, I presume it will not be dis- 
puted that, under the pers system, the con- 
sumption of cotton fabrics in the United States 


Was || 








| | 





| will not be diminished; but, on the other hand, 
there can be no doubt that théir consumption 
| would be increased from fifty to one hundred per 
| cent. if that system were this day adopted; . 
cause all classes, and especially the poorer and 
laboring classes, who are the chief consumers, 
would, by reason of the impetus given to business, 
the increased demand for labor, the investment of 
| how unemployed capital in the erection and equip- 
| ment of these establishments, be more able to bu 
and pay for these fabrics; and we all know that 
| the inducements to expend and enjoy, depend 
wholly on the ability of the consumer to gratify 
| his wants or inclinations. Thus, then, the demand 


|| would be nearly, if not wholly, doubled. This 


| would be a great point gained to the planter. It 
_ would stimulate him to increased production. He 
| would feel that the consumption of his product 

was going on in his very mia so that he would 
| neither doubt the demand for his staple nor the 
ability to pay for the same. 

But there would be, doubtless, a slight diminu- 
tion in the foreign demand: still, it must always 
remain large, and in no event do they take more 
| than what is absolutely necessary for their pur 
poses. England would still manufacture for the 
rest of the world; and her chief, if not only, sup- 
ply is from your section. It is true that an effort 
is now making by the English Government, al- 
though purporting to be a private enterprise, to 
| open up the great central basin of Africa to the 
| culture of cotton; and any dispassionate man who 


| reads Dr. Livingstone’s explorations in that re- 





|| gion, cannot close his eyes to the fact that there 


| exists a district of country on that continent pe- 
_ culiarly adapted to the culture of cotton; unpar- 
| alleled in its fertility, beneath the very equator 
| itself, free from all danger of frost, and, in extent, 
exceeding the entire territory of all the States of 
this Union. And, besides, there is the negro race, 
ready and willing to engage in its production. 
They are the same materials with which you work 
| in the culture of cotton here; less cultivated, to 
be sure; yet the Doctor reports them very apt and 
clever in catching up the skill and power of civil- 
ization. I have no doubt the English will suc- 
ceed; and that you are about encountering, in 
your branch of agriculture, a foeman worthy of 
your steel. If they fail in this African enterprise, 
so much the better for you; and if they succeed, 
then where will your market be, unless lesb in our 
| own great and glorious Union? Then you will 
| duly appreciate the force of the argument I have 
/adduced. So that, in any event, you are bound 
| to win. If Africa produces cotton, you have still 
| a home market capable, under proper protection, 
| of exhausting your supply; and if Africa fails in 
| this cotton movement, you are doubly safe; be- 
| cause you will then have two markets instead of 
| one—the home and the foreign. 
| Besides, your system of free trade, such as now 
| obtains in this Government, necessarily drives the 
| artisan from the shops and factories of New Eug- 
| land, and other free States; and they are then com- 
| pelled to seek homes and habitations beneath the 
| setting sun where they build up those worse than 
| Babylonish abominations in your sight—to wit, 
| the free States of the West—thus destroying the 
| very balance of power which you have so long 
struggled to preserve. And yet you stand here, 
| day after day and year after year, bemoaning your 
| hard fate, your lost influence and power in the 
Republic, little dreaming—or blindly ignoring the 
| fact—that it is your stubborn and inflexible ad- 
| herence to the free-trade policy that has brought 
| these supposed calamities upon you. Yes, sir, 
| while you -were engaged in an unenviable crusade 
| against the workshops of New England, and 
chuckling over the supposed stab thrust into the 
| 


} 
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| 
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heart of her industry, you were only uttering deep 
curses, which, like chickens, have come home 
to roost. You drove the free artisan from his shop, 
and he in return vanquished you on the plains of 
Kansas. Such unquestionably are the fruits and 
tendencies of free trade. 

The question then artses, what sort of duties 
should be imposed, specific or ad valorem? On 
this question, Losoael entirely with the President. 


He is unmistakably correct. Specific duties are 


the only imposts, so far as it is practicable to en- 
force them, which afford protection to the manu- 
facturer; because ad valorem duties afford least 
when most needed. 

To illustrate the different operation of these 
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two systems, I will take the article of pig metal 
as anexample. On this article, under the tariff 
of 1842, there was imposed a duty of $9 per ton, 
which was specific, because it was a fixed sum, 
without regard to the price or original cost in the 
foreign port. Under the tariff of 1846, the duty 
was changed to thirty per cent. ad valorem. Con- 
sequently, when that article was worth $30 per 
ton at Liverpool, the duty would be $9; but let 
the price go down to $15 per ton, an@the duty 
then is but $4 50, and still less as the price came 
down to $10; so that at the very time the home 
manufacturer most needed protection, (during low 
oy he got the least. The same argument 
1olds with regard to bar iron, and many other 
articles. We should not forget that the whole cost 
of the millions of dollars’ worth of pig metal, bar 
iron, &c., manufactured in this country, is made 
up of the consumption of the produce of the farmer, 
and by manual labor, and not another item enters 
into the account. If that be the case, any protec- 
tion afforded the manufacturer amounts, at the 
same time, to incidental protection to the farming, 
mechanical, and laboring interests of the country. 
This is the only possible way in which the Gov- 
ernment can assist and protect their interests. 
We must not forget that capital needs no pro- 
tection; but inducements are wanted to render 
that capital active, and protection alone can give 





it employment, and, necessarily, circulation. If | 
you fail to do that, it leaves you or remains in- | 


active. 


In imposing these duties, they should be rea- | 


sonable and just, discriminating in favor of such 
articles as can be most cheaply and readily pro- 
duced at home. Let this system be fairly and 

ermanently inaugurated, with due regard to the 
interest of every section of this Union, and there 
will follow such blessings and prosperity all over 
the land, as no eye ever witnessed, or imagination 
conceived. Think of the mighty million of busy 


souls, bending in joyous contentment over the | 
active labors of the day—of the light of hope that || 
willloom up the pale face of the now disheartened | 


and desponding mechanic—so that, when the sun’s 
broad disk wheels up, day by day, over the east- 
ern waters, to bless and beautify our incomparable 
land, hiscoming may be greeted by exultant hearts, 
cheerfully obeying his call to earnest, but remune- 


rative toil. Then, indeed, may it be truly said of | 


us, ‘* He hath not dealt so with any nation.” 

Mr. CURTIS obtained the floor, and moved 
that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and Mr. Ke.xoege, of 
Illinois, taking the chair as Speaker pro tempore, 
Mr. Wasusvurne, of Illinois, reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had, according to order, had the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly the annual 
message of the President of the United States, and 
had come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have altered the resolution I 


desired to offer this morning, so as to obviate all | 


objections, and I ask leave to introduce it now. 

Mr. MARTIN, of Virginia. I object to the res- 
olution. 
committee that no business should be transacted 
when we should come into the House. 


It was understood when we went into | 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Chair would | 


sugge&t to the gentleman from Lowa, that half the 
House objected before. [Laughter.] The reso- 
lution, therefore, is not in order. 


And then, on motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, 


of Illinois, (at five o’clock and ten minutes, p.m.,) | 


the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE 
Tuvurspar, March 1, 1860. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate reports of the Court of Claims, made in pur- 
suance of law, adverse to the claim of Sarah B. 
Webber, administratrix of John A. Webber; the 








the war of 1812, and of the Indian wars, may be 
—— on the same footing, in regard to bounty 


and,as those who served in the late war with | 


Mexico; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN presented papers relating to 
the claim of Mary Lloyd, widow of James Lloyd, 


mails; which were referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of J. Hen- 


debert, praying to be allowed a salary for the 
period of his service as consul for the United 
States at Lyons, in France; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. KENNEDY, it was 


. | 
Ordered, 'Thatthe memorial of Mary Chase Barney, sole 


daughter and survivor of Samuel Chase, of Maryland, one 


of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, praying | 


a pension, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Coim- 
mittee on Pensions. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, to whom were referred papers in 
relation to the compensation of W. A. Gorman, 
as special commissioner to investigate charges 


against A. Ramsey, late superintendent of Indian | 


atfairs in Minnesota, submitted a report, accom- 


yanied by a bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of || 


Villis A.Gorman. The bill was read, and passed 
to a second reading; and the report was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and Militia, to whom was referred the 
bill (S. No. 27) making an appropriation for build- 


ing a miltary post near the forty-ninth degree of | 
; north latitude, in or near the valle 
| River of the North, reported it wit 


of the Red 


an amend- 
ment. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


236) for the relief of Nlary Lloyd, widow of James | 
Lloyd; which was read twice by its title, and re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads. 
A. M. FRIDLEY. 
Mr RICE submitted the following resolution; 


| which was considered by unanimous consent, and 


agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 


|| structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
| relieving A. M. Fridley, late agent for the Winnebago In- | 
dians, from the effects of a judgment obtained against him | 
in the district court for the second district of Minnesota, 


in consequence of his having, under orders of the Indian 
department, disobeyed an injunction obtained against him 
in said court in regard to the payment of certain moneys 
belonging to said Winnebago Indians; and that said com- 
mittee report by bill or otherwise. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
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| for a balance due on his contract for carrying the | 
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guage in some places. I now present the copy, 


| as modified, asking to withdraw the other set of 


resolutions, and substitute these in their place; 
and that they be printed forthe use of the Senate. 


The resolutions, as now modvied, are as fol- 
lows: 


1. Resolved, That, in the adoption of the Federal Con 
stitution, the States adopting the sgme acted severally as 
free and independent sovereignties, del ing & portion of 
their powers to be excreisea? &; che Federal Government 
for the increased security of cach against dangers, domestic 
as well as foreign; and that any intermeddling by any one 
or more States, or by a combination of their citizens, with 
the domestic institutions of the others, on any pretext what- 


| ever, political, moral, or religious, with the view to their 


disturbance or subversion, is in violation of the Coanstite- 
tion, insulting to the States so interfered with, endangers 
their domestic peace and tranquillity—objects for which the 


| Constitution was formed—and, by necessary consequence, 


tends to weaken and destroy the Union itself. 

2. Resolved, That negro slavery, as it exists in fifteen 
States of this Union, composes an important portion of their 
domestic institutions, inherited from their ancestors, and 
existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by which it is 
recognized as constituting an important element in the ap- 
portionment of powers among the States; and that no 
change of opinion or feeling on the part of the non-slave- 
holding States of the Union in relation to this institution 
can justify them or their citizens in open or covert attacks 
thereon, with a view to its overthrow; and that all such 


| attacks are in manifest violation of the mutual and solemn 


pledge to protect and defend gach other, given by the States, 


| respectively, on entering into the constitutional compact 


which formed the Union, and are a manifest breach of faith 
and a violation of the most solemn obligations. 

3. Resolved, That the Union of these States rests on the 
equality of rights and privileges among its members, ane 
that it is especially the duty of the Senate, which repre- 
sents the States in their sovereign capacity, to resist all 
attempts to discriminate either in relation to persons or 
property in the Territories, which are the common posses- 


| sions of the United States, so as to give advantages to the 


|| citizens of one State which are not equally assured to those 





A. message from the House of Representatives, | 


by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 


' House had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 146) 


authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury toissue | 


| registers to the schooners Helen Blood and Sarah 





claim of the heirs of Joshua Eddy; the claim of |! 
Charles A. Dubois de Lucket; and the claim of | 


John H. Merrill; which were referred to the || 


Committee on Claims. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of L. D. 
Benedict and others, praying that the militia of 


| 


Bond, of Oswego, in the State of New York. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 


had signed the following enrolled bills ; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
ident: 


A bill (H. R. No.3) making appropriations for 


the payment of invalid and other pensions of the | 


United States for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1861; and 

A bill (S. No. 146) authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to issue registers to the schooners 
Helen Blood and Sarah Bond, of Oswego, in the 
State of New York. 

The message further announced that the House 
had ordered the printing of the preamble and res- 
olutions of the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, 


asking admission into the Union, on the 29th of | 


February, 1860, at twelve o’clock and fifteen min- 
utes. 


RELATIONS OF STATES. 


Mr. DAVIS. Some time since I offered some | 
resolutions to the Senate. After a conference with | 
friends, I have thought proper to modify some | 


portion of those resolutions, changing the lan- 


] 


| of every other State. 


4. Resolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial Le- 
gisiature, whether by direct legislation or legislation of an 
indirectand unfriendly character, possesses power to annul 
| or impair the constitutional right of any citizen of the 

United States to take his slave property into the common 
| ‘Territories, and there hold and enjoy the same while the 
territorial condition remains. 

5. Resolved, 'That if experience should at any time prove 
that the judiciary and executive authority do not possess 
means to insure adequate protection to constitutional rights 
in a Territory, and if the territorial government shall fail or 
refuse to provide the necessfry remedies for that purpose 
it will be the duty of Congress te supply such deficiency., 

6. Resolved, That the inhabitants of a/Territory of the 
United States, when they rightfully form a constitution to 
be adinitted as a State into the Union, may then, for the 
| first time, like the peopie of a State, when forming a new 
constitution, decide for themselves whether slavery as a 
domestic institution shall be maintained or prohibited with- 
in their jurisdiction; and they shall be received into the 
Union with or without slavery, as their constitution may 
prescribe at the time of their admission. 

7. Resolved, That the provision of the Constitution for 
the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, “‘without 
the adoption of which the Union could not have been form- 
ed,”? and that the laws of 1793 and 1850, which were enacted 
to secure its execution, and the main features of which, 
being similar, bear the impress of nearly sve ears of 
sanction by the highest judicial authority, should be honest 
ly and faithfully observed and maintained by all who enjoy 
the benefits of our compact of Union; and that all acts of 
individuals or of State Legislatures to defeat the purpose 
| or nullify the requirements of that provision, and the laws 
made in pursuance of it, are hostile in character, subversive 
of the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the other resolutions will be considered as 
withdrawn, and these substituted in their stead, 
and take their place on the Calendar. The Chair 
hears no objection. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 


SWAMP LANDS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I wish to call 
up a bill which I presented some time since. It 
is one of some importance to the States of Min- 
nesota and Oregon. The bill was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, and 
is now reported back by them favorably, and I 
ask for its passage. It extends the benefit of the 
swamp land grants, heretofore made to all the 
other States, to those two States. I will say to 
the Senate beforehand, that the Committee on 
Public Lands have again considered the bill which 
we had before ys, which was passed at the last 
session of Congress, very maturely, and have con- 
ferred with the Department of the Interior on the 
subject, and have carefully guarded and restricted 
| it in every way that is deemed consistent with 
justice to the subject. I ask that the bill may be 
considered now. It is reported with an amend- 
ment as a substitute. . 

There being no objection, the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
' bill (S. No. 26) to extend the provisions of * An 























act to enable the State of Arkansas and other 
States to reclaim the swamp lands within their 
limits’? to Minnesota. 

The amendment of the Committee on Public 
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Lands is, to strike out all after the enacting clause, || 


and insert: 

That the provisions of the act of Congress, entitled *‘ An 
act to enable the State of Arkansas and other States to 
reclaim the swamp lands within their limits,’’ approved 
September 28, 1850, be, and the same are herevy, extended 
to the States of Minnesota and Oregon: Provided, That the 
grant bereby made shall not include any lands which the 
Governmentof the United States may have reserved, sold, 
or disposed of, in pursuance of any law heretofore enacted, 
prior to the confirmation of title to be made under the au- 
thority of the said act. 

Suc. 2. And he it further enacted, That the selection to 
be made, from lands already surveyed in cach of the States, 


including Minnesota and Oregon, under ‘the authority of the 
act aforesaid, and of the **Act to aid the State of Louisiana | 


in draining the swamp lands therein,’ approved March 2, 
184%, shall be made within two years from the adjournment 
of the Legislature of each State at its next session after the 
date of this act; and as to all lands hereafter to be sur- 
veyed, within two years from such adjournment, at the 
next session, after notice by the Secretary of the Interior 
to the Governer of the State that the surveys have been 
completed and confirmed. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 


and the amendment was eoncurred in: and the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 
It was read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, its 
title was amended so as to read: A bill to extend 
the provisions of ** An act to enable the State of 
Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp 
lands within their limits’? to Minnesota and Ore- 
gon, and for other purposes. 

SEIZURE OF VESSELS. 

Mr. HAMLIN. lLask the Senate to take up 
the bill No. 215 for consideration. 1 think it will 
not-vccupy three minutes. Itisa very short bill. 

Mr. GWIN. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Maine that there is an appropriation bill on 
the Calendar, which I reported yesterday, that 
ought to be considered. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This will not take two min- 
utes; and let me get it off my hands. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
215) to amend the provisions of the fifty-sixth séc- 
tion of ** Anact to regulate the collecuon of duties 
on imports and tonnage,’’ approved the 2d day 
of March, 1799, was read a second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 


it provides that whenever _ goods, wares, or || 
into any port of | 


merchandise, shall be importe 


the United States from any foreign port, in any | 


ship or vessel, at the expiration of eight working || 


days, if the ship or vessel shall be less than three | 


hundred tons burden, and within twelve working 


days, if it be of three hundred tons burden and | 
less than eight hundred, and within fifteen days, | 
if it be of eight hundred tons burden and upwards, | 


after the time within which the report of the mas- 


ter or person having charge or command of my 


ship or vessel is required to be made to the col- 


lector of the district, if there shall be found any | 
goods, wares, or merchandise, other than shall | 


1ave been reported for some other district, or some 


foreign port or place, the collector shall take pos- | 


session thereof; but, with the consent of the owner 


or consignee of any goods, wares, or merchan- | 


dise, or with the consent of the owner or master 
of the vessel in which the same may be imported, 
the goods, wares, or merchandise,may be taken 
possession of by the collector, after one day’s 
notice to the collector of the district. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The main feature of the bill 
consists in this: by the existing law the collector 
is not oblged to take possession of the goods, 
wares, and merchandise, until the expiration of 
five days. It is very desirable, in many cases 
where the vessel is ready to discharge her cargo, 
that he should be authorized to take possession 
of the vessel immediately, or at least, after one 
day ’s notice; and on conference with the Treasury 
Department, and by the unanimous approval of 
the Committee on Commerce, | semeend this bill 
for that purpose. 

Mr. MASON, I know nothing about the pro- 
visions of the bill; but 1 would ask the Senator if 
the bill was acted on or examined by the Com- 
mittee on Finance? 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, sir; the Committee on 
Finance have nothing to do with it. It is nota 
subject which they ever considered. 





| read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 
| Secretary of the Interior to cause to be refunded ,| 
/ to Tilman Leak the sum of $679 57, the amount 
| paid by him to the United States as purchase- 
| money for fractional sections six and seven, in | 


| Senator, it ought to be extended all around. 





| the consideration of the West Point sverepration 


| fund him his money without interest. 


Mr. MASON. Well, the Committee on Com- || 


merce? 
Mr. HAMLIN. 
unanimously. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| 

TILMAN LEAK. 
I ask the Senate to proceed to 
| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Yes, sir; and was reported 


Mr. GWIN. 


bill. It was reported yesterday from the Finance 
Committee, and I wish to have it acted on to-day, 
if possible. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I ask the Senator to | 
waive that motion for a short time. I desire to 
take up and pass a bill for the relief of a private 
ialveidesti which, 1 am Satisfied, will not occupy 
three minutes, : 
Mr. GWIN. I should like to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Senate at what time the.morning hour | 
commences—at one o’clock? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will || 
call up the special order at one o’clock.- 
Mr. GWIN. If the bill of the Senator from | 
Alabama will only take the time he mentioned, 1 || 
| 
| 








will give way. 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. I move to take up the | 
bill (S. No. 55) for the relief of Tilman Leak. | 
The motion was agreed to; and the bill was | 
| 


It proposes to direct the 


in Alabama, at a sale thereof, as ‘* dead and aban- 

doned”’ Indian reserves, under the Creek treaty 

of 1832, made by William Garrett, agent of the | 
United States, on the 7th day of May, 1856; but 
Leak is first to surrender any patent which he |} 
may have therefor, for cancellation, and release to || 
the United States, by deed, all his claim and in- | 
terest therein. {| 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. The report can be read | 
if there is any objection to the bill. Itisto refund | 
money paid for a land title, on account of its in- || 
sufficiency. Itis reported from the Committee on || 
Indian Affairs. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no particular ob- | 
jection to the bill, and do not make any; but I 
should like to know the special reason for taking 
itup now. ‘To-morrow is private bill day, I be- 
lieve; and if the understanding is general that this | 
time in the morning hour is to be improved for | 

utting in these private bills, | have several that || 
['should like to get in myself very early. I should | 
like the same accommodation. t do not object to | 
this at all. Lonly wantan understanding on both 
sides, in relation to the matter, that we may know 
how to act. 

Several Senators. Let this go through. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 
this particular bill; but I want Senators to under- | 
aad that if this privilege is to be granted to one | 


| 

| 

° . : | 
township number nineteen, range north eighteen, | 

! 

/ 

} 











Mr. FITZPATRICK. I would state to the | 


| Senator from Maine the reason why I am urging | 
| this bill. 


It is to refund money to a gentleman | 
who has paid his money for a title which has |, 
proved insufficient; and it merely proposes te re- | 
[ think the | 
sooner the man gets his money the better. That | 
is one reason why I am disposed to take it up | 
now. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If we break in on the | 
rule, let us all havea chance. I have several bills | 
myself which § want passed. 
he bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third | 
reading, was read the third time, and passed. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. R 


On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate, as in 
Committed of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill [H. R. No. 5) making appropriations for 
the support of the Military Academy for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1861. 

Mr. DAVIS. An amendment was offered by 
me yesterday, at the end of line thirty-nine, to 
insert: 


i 
For materials for quarters for subaltern officers, $3,500. I 
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If the Senate require any explanation of the 
amendment, I can give it. [** Oh, no!’’] 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, asamended; 
and the amendment was concurred in. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I beg leave to offer the fol- 


lowing amendment: 


And be it further enacted, That the sum of $1,130,318 06 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the support 


| and maintenance of a regiment of mounted volunteers for 


the defense of the frontier of Texas, to be raised in pursu- 
ance of an act approved April 7, 1858, entitled “ An act to 
provide for the organization of a regiment of mounted vol- 
unteers for the defense of the frontier of Texas, and to au- 
thorize the President to call into the service of the United 
States two additional regiments of volunteers.’’ 


Mr. GWIN. I regret to say that I shall have 
to raise a point of order on the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas. Itis not germane to this 
bill; and, therefore, | submit to the Chair whether 
or not it is in order to offer the amendment? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 
decide the amendment to be out of order on that 
ground. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Ihave justcome in. What 
is the amendment offered tor: A military bill? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The West Point 
appropriation bill. 

r. DOUGLAS. And this is to raise a regi- 
ment to protect the frontier of Texas? 

Mr. WIGFALL. The regiment already pro- 
vided for by law. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think it is clearly in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair has 


| already decided that it is. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I inquire whether it comes 
from any committee? It is an addition to an ap- 
propriation bill. There is a rule that provides 
against that. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. That question has 


|| not been raised. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 
order 

Mr. WIGFALL. If the Senator will wait one 
moment, I will turn to the rule. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the 
impression that the amendment assumes to be in 
pursuance of an act of Congress. If so, it comes 
under the rule. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Butit has some additional 


I raise that question of 





provisions in it. 


Mr. WIGFALL. The rule referred to is the 
30th rule: 

** Noamendment proposing additional appropriations shall 
be received to any general appropriation bill, unless it be 
made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, or 
some act or resolution previously passed by the Senate du- 
ring that session, or moved by the direction of a standing 
or select committee of the Senate, or in pursuance of an 
estimate from the head of some of the Departments.”’ 


I will state to the Senate that this is free from 
the objection, for three reasons: In the first place, 
it is to carry out an existing law; in the next 
place, the amounts are ascertained by an estimate 


_at the Department; and in the third place, it was 


reported upon by acommittee, not at this session, 


| but the amounts are taken from a bill introduced 


during the last session, predicated upon a report 
of the proper committee, and upon an estimate of 
the Department. But the first portion of this 
clause shows clearly that it is not out of order— 
‘*unless it be made to carry out the provisions of 
some existing law.’’ There is now on the statute 
book a law authorizing the President to muster 
into service a regiment of Texas volunteers, and 
to muster them into the service of the United 
States subject to the articles of war. 

Mr. GWIN. Has the Chair decided that the 
amendment is in order? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot 
decide upon the fact. The Chair understands the 
Senatur from Texas to say that there has been an 
estimate made by the head of a Department, and 
that it is also to carry out the prea of an 
existing law. If so, it is undoubtedly in order. | 

Mr. GWIN. There is an existing law, I be- 
lieve the whole Senate knows, authorizing the call- 
ing into service of an additional regiment; but no 
appropriation has been made for the purpose. 
There is such a law. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
amendment read again. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, Iam de- 
cidedly in favor of having the troops of the United 


I should like to hear the 





1860. 











States protect that frontier; but I should like to 
have this question referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and have them report whether 
it be necessary, in their judgment, that these add- 
tional troops should be raised; whether the troops 
of the Untied States, which we now have under 
existing circum#tances, are not sufficient for that 
purpose; whether some of the troops we now have 
may not be spared for that purpose. I am not 
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| priating money for the support of those three regi- 


prepared to vote for the proposition now, unless | 


it comes recommended by the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, with a report showing the necessity | 


of raising these additional troops. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is a question of 
order at present undisposed of. 

Mr. MASON. I dare say it will be within the 
recollection of all the Senate that, during the last 


Congress, the Secretary of War recommended an | 
increase of the Army by the addition of three reg- | 


iments. Congress declined it in that form; but 


we passed a law authogzing him to muster into | 


the service of the country three regiments of vol- 


unteers, one for Texas and two for Utah; but Con- | 


gress made no appropriation for these regiments, 
and the President, although strongly urged, as I 
understood, by those coming from those regions 


to call the regiments into the service, declined | 


doing so, because there was no appropriation. 
Yesterday | offered a resolution, which the Sen- 
ate adopted, asking the President to transmit to 
the Senate a recent communication from the Gov- 
ernor of Texas, accompanied by a report from 
commissioners that he had sent tothe Texan fron- 
tier, on the Rio Grande, showing what was the 
existing state of things there. I read that com- 


the call, and became satisfied from reading the 
—— as well as from conversatidn with the 
earer who brought them here, that the emergency 


is not only existing, but is very great. The Gov- || 


ernor of Texas, I think, very properly informed 
the Federal Executive that, unless the Federal 
military were sent there very speedily, the obli- 
gations which he owed to his State would com- 
pel him to send a body of Texan troops to the 
Rio Grande, under the authority of the Texan 
government, to protect the peace of the frontier 
There is a very small military force of the United 
States there, under the command of Major Heint- 
zelman. One or two companies that were got up 
in a great hurry and sent there, have been found 


inefficient, and have been disbanded. The ween 


dations, the murders, the burnings committed on 


our side of the line, have been, or will be, neces- | 


sarily followed by the irregular troops assembled 
there on the spot, in Texas, passing over into 


| ments—a given amount of moncy. 


| Congress. 


y- That bill was 
passed in the House of Representatives, and came 
to the Senate about ten or twelve days before the 
adjournment, and was referred to the Finance 
Committee, and was reported back from that com- 
miftee about four days before the adjournment of 
That bill (No. 561) of the House of 
Representatives, provided that in the contingency 
that the President did not see fit to order out the 
two regiments for Utah, he should use one third 
of the money for Texas. The estimate was made 


then, and all that is necessary now is to take one | 


third of the money then proposed to be appropri- 
ated in that bill and then estimated for. 


Mr. HALE. I was not going to make a speech, | 


but I wish to make a suggestion. I am willing to 
vote every dollar that 1s wanted to defend the 
frontier of Texas, or any other State; I will vote 
liberally for that purpose; but the question is, 


what ié all the rest of our Army about? As I under- | 
ee with ‘*all the world and | 
,’’ including the Indian tribes, | 
We have gota standing army, I 
I was in | 


stand it, we are at 
the rest of mankin¢ 
except Texas. 
think, of about twenty thousand men. 
that we should have had a proposition to 
reduce the Army. I think it ought to be reduced, 
and I shall endeavor to obtain its reduction. I do 
not know that it will be an auspicious time this 
session to secure that, but 1 stand pledged to en- 
force on this body, as wellas I can, the necessity 


| of a reduction of the Army and its enormous ex- | 
penditures. 
of about twenty thousand men. I have not looked | 


| at the Army Register this year, and I should like 
munication at the War Department before I made || 


We are at peace and have an Army 


to know whatthey are about, what they are doing? 


Are they stirring up another Oregon war; or an- | 
other Washington war on their own hook, and 


running us into debt for millions, that we shall 
have to pay by and by? 


I think, if the Adminis- | 


|, tration would do its duty—it is commander-in- | 
| chief of the Army— it has army enough, and mere 
| than enough to defend the frontier of Texas and 


Mexico; and if Mexico was in any condition to | 


repel it, a war would be now existing. It seems 


to me that the emergency is really very great, and || 


we can very safely appropriate for one regiment 


at least of the three that were authorized at the | 
last session—authorized then under anemergency | 


far less than now exists. 
Mr. HALE obtained the floor. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. Mr. President 





The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator | 


from New Hampshire yield to the Senator from 
Texas? 
Mr. HALE _|s it on the question of order ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senate that a question of order was 
raised; but the Senator from Texas states to the 
Senate that this amendment is to carry out an 


estimate of a Department, and is in pursuance of | 


existing law. The Chair is not aware of these 
facts, but assumes them to be true on the state- 
ment of the Senator; and in that state of the case, 
he must decide the amendment to be in order. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Has there been any es- 
timate from the Department? 

Mr. HEMPHILL. I wish to state the facts 
merely to show that there has been an estimate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Hampshire is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HALE. I am not going to consume time. 

Mr. HEMPHILL. 
Hampshire will give way for a moment, I will 
state some facts, merely to show that there has 
been an estimate previously made. The act au- 
thorizing the enrollment of these three regiments 
was passed on the 7th of April, 1858; but there 
was no appropriation in that law. ee, 
to the passage of that law, there was a bill intro- 
duced into the House of Representatives appro- 


lf the Senator from New | 


every State that is in danger. 
It is a little curious that every time we have the 


| least necessity to use the Army, in comes an ap- 
| plication toincrease the Army. When Mr. Buch- 





| 





anan gotup the expedition to the Mormon coun- 
try, he wanted a great increase of the Army to 
do it with, and he got it, not exactly in regulars, 
but, l believe, in volunteers; and then he would 
not have them, principally, I suppose, because he 
did not have the appointment of the officers. But 
I have noticed that whenever there is a necessity 
for any use of the Army, you want it increased; 
and there is one thing to be remembered: we shall 
never see it diminished. The tracks are all one 
way. You are constantly increasing, never di- 
minishing it, unless after some great national war, 
like the war with Great Britain and the war with 
Mexico; but, I think, with that exception, when 


| reducing the Army to a peace establishment, after 
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some talk of economy. I had the pleasure, not 


| of reading, but of hearing, the programme or the 


| | 


| of internal improvements. 


alatform yesterday on ae of administer- 
ing this Government; and, as I comprehended it, 
it was a protective tariff and a stupendous system 
I trust, that with the 
views of cconomy and the early recollections of 
the Senator from New Hampshire, when he was 
among the faithful, he will abandon that party and 
come back to the Democracy, and be in favor of 
economy and retrenchment, 

But, sir, he is afraid of increasing the — 
This is no proposition to increase the Army. _ It 
is © proposition simply to pass an appropriation 
fora velnende regiment that can be mustered out 
of service at any moment that it ceases to be use- 
ful. There is to be incurred no extra expense in 
transportation in moving these troops; they will 
be mustered into service upon the ground where 
they are to operate. My reasons for desiring 
volunteer regiment instead of a regular regiment 
I have stated already—not at length, but T have 
stated them; and I do not intend to weary the pa- 
tience of the Senate by recapitulating them. 

Upon a line of frontier of a thousand miles, 
there is now one company of cavalry, numbering 
forty-seven men. This 1s from the Department 
of War. At another post, some four or five hun- 
dred miles distant, there is a company of cavalry 
numbering fifty-three; and another of forty-nine. 
Three companies of cavalry are upon that line of 
defense, numbering, in all, one hundred and forty- 
nine men. There are two hundred and ninety- 
two other troops there—infantry and artillery. 
We need troops there. There is a war now going 
on with the Navalbée in New Mexico, and ail 
the disposable forces that the Government has 
will constantly be occupied there The northern 
frontier of Texas is now in a state of war, with- 
out troops to defend it. 

I ask this appropriation to carry out an exist- 
ing law; and, if the Senate has any doubts as to 
the views of the Administration, I will state that 
this measure does meet the approbation of the 
Administration, and the reason that this regiment 
has not long since been called into the field, is the 


| feeling of embarrassment that the Administration 


is laboring under, not desiring to order out the 


| regiment, though necessary, until an appropria- 


| ‘ion 18s made, 


a war, the tendency generally has been to increase | 


it. Now, sir, I beg the Senator from Texas not 
to misunderstand me; I am willing to give them 
all the protection they ought to have, and more, if 
he wants it; but I think, if the Administration 
will do their duty, they do not want an additional 
regiment; there is no necessity for it; and the very 
fact that the President of the United States has 
not ordered this regiment when he was authorized 
by law to do so, shows, in my judgment, that he 
considers the present Army sufficient. 

It may be said that there was no appropriation 
for this regiment. Well, sir, youdo not want any 
appropriation for the Army. By the law, as itis 
construed and practically carried into effect, the 
Quartermaster General can run us into debt for 
millions on his own responsibility, at his own 
discretion, or indiscretion; whilst Congress is in 
session he may run this Government into debt for 
supplies to the amount of millions; and he has 
done it. If this increase of the Army was neces- 
sary, and there was a law to authorize it, it would 
have been made. Iam entirely opposed to»this 
increase of the Army until we are shown by a 
report from the Executive that the existing force 
is not sufficient to meet the necessities and calls 
upon it. I believe it will be found to be abund- 
antly sufficient, and more than sufficient; and that 
it is bad policy and bad economy to call out this 
additional regiment. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Mr. President, I am very 
glad, coming from the quarter it does, to hear 


I trust that this matter will not be 
delayed. That frontier is pleading. Men are 
murdered, women are outraged, and devastation 
has swept that country with the besom of destruc- 
tion. Ifit had occurred upon the border of an 
other State in this Union, the indignation wha 


| would have been felt in every section would have 


cessary measure of protection; but 


borne down any man who had ee any ne- 


suppose ee 
t 


| think we are accustomed to being murdered. 


| a vestige of clothing upon them. 


is only the day before yesterday that I received 
news that four habitations had then, and just then, 
been destroyed. All of those four families were 
killed, saving and except two women, who had 
been carried off, and, after being outraged in a 
manner that it is impossible here to explain, were 
stripped and allowed tocome back home without 
It is useless to 
order United States troops there for this sort of 
warfare, if we had them to spare. I] have no ac- 
curate statement as to the number of troops now in 


| the Army, and I cannot furnish the Senator from 
| New Hampshire with it; but this regiment is to 
| be called out temporarily. The men are to be 


under the articles of war. It is not to be an ir- 
regular volunteer force. They are to be mustered 
into the service of the United States, and under the 
control of the United States Government, and it 
is not obnoxious to the danger apprehended by 


| the Senator from New Hampshire, that it is an 


increase of the Army. 1 will not debate it any 
more. I trust the proposition may be adopted 
without any extended discussion. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, it will be 


| recollected that some two years ago, when there 


was a discussion here with reference to the sup- 


| posed war that was to take place in Utah, there 
| was a deficiency bill of about ten or more million 


brought in, providing not only for deficiencies 
which had been incurred, but providing ahead for 
the support of the Army of the United States in 
Utah for about a year, in addition to the fiscal 
year for which we were then regularly appropri- 
ating, under the idea that it was probable that we 
should have to keep troops in Utah for a certain 
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period of time. I did not believe then, any more 
than I do now, that there was any danger of a 


war with Utah,-or that serious apprehension of || 


it existed on the part of the Administration; and 
supposing that there was no necessity forso large | 
an appropriation, I made an effort to strike itdown 
to what Te enaaian was necessary in order to pay 
the expenses that had been incurred and would 
be incurred by any necessary provision that we 
should have to make with on to those trou- 
bles. The Senate, however, took a different view 
of it; and that deficiency, bill was passed in the | 
shape in which it was introduced. What has be- | 
come of the large amount of that money, I do not 
know; but I will state, so far as my belief is con- | 
cerned, that there has been enough of it wasted in | 
contracts with favorites since that bill was passed 
to have raised and supported for one year this | 
regiment of volunteers for the protection of the | 
borders of Texas. This regiment was not pro- 
vided for, if my recollection serves me, at the rec- 
ommendation of the Government. It was rather 
in consequence of suggestions made by the then 
Senator from Texas, General Houston, than from 
any representation from the Department. In- | 
stead of raising additional regular regiments, and | 
increasing the Army in that way, as proposed | 
by the War Department, provision was made by | 
which two regiments of voluntecrs for general war | 
Earnest: and a regiment of mounted volunteers 
for 


exas, were to be raised at the discretion of | 


the Government, if the necessity should exist for \ 


them. Before we had got through that session | 
and passed the appropriation bills, it turned out | 
that there was be no war in Utah; but the great 
appropriation for that had: already been made. 
Consequently, no specific appropriations were 
made for those two additional regiments, and for 
the regiment of mounted volunteers for the pro- 
tection of Texas. That was not a recommend- | 
ation of the Government, if I remember aright, 
either from the President himself or from the De- 
partments. 
Well, sir, how stands the matter at this mo- | 
ment? We have heard of these troubles in Texas 
for many months. 
existed. We have an Army atthe present time, 
as the Senator from New eerie says, of 


about-twenty thousand men. It is notorious that || 
if there have been these difficulties there, they || 


have been most grossly neglected by the Govern- | 
ment. To what extent they have existed, I do 
not know; I am willing to take the statements of 
the Senators from Texas in relation to it; but we | 
have had no active movements by the Govern- | 
ment to protect the frontiers of Texas and the | 
people in that vicinity. The force sent there is | 
una.estionably very inadequate; nothing of con- | 
sequence has been done. Onc might have sup- 
posed that that was owing to the fact that there 
were no troops at the command of the Govern- 
ment for that purpose; but how stands the fact? | 
The President has sent no communication to us | 
upon the subject recommending an appropriation 
for this purpose. The Department of War has | 
recommended nothing with regard to it, in order 
to get an appropriation to raise this regiment of 
mounted volunteers for Texas. These branches 
of the Government, charged with the defense of | 
the country in thecontrol ofthe Army, have chosen 
to be silent entirely on this subject, and to make 
no representation whatever for the benefit of the 
people upon that frontier; and we now find that | 
the Senators from Texas come in here and make | 
their motion for this appropriation, on the ground | 
of verbal statements to them from the Department, 
with no recommendation officially, nothing said 
by the President, nothing said by the Department, 
and it being left to rest upon the motion simply 
of the Senators themselves and their statement. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Will the Senator allow me 
to say a word? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly. 

Mr. WIGFALL. The morninghour is nearly 
elapsmg, and I want this debate to come to a close. 
The Senator recollects very well that we are on 
the eve of a presidential canvass. He knews 
very well that economy is a great matter in acan- 
vass in sustaining or breaking down an Adminis- 
tration or a party; and he knows, furthermore, 
that in the electoral college Texas has but four 
votes. Now, sir, I do protest against any silence 
on the part of the Administration being takenpro 
confesso against us. We need the regiment; and | 
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I have no doubt they have || 


|| State of Maine did when her territor 

















because we are neglected by one department of 
the Government, is it any reason why we should 
be thrown off by all? If there is justice in our 
| request, grant it; if not, object to it; do not Speak 
| until the hour is out, and so prevent action. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not speak for that 
purpose; but what I have to say, I must say even 
if the hour goes out. 


cause, if this measure is necessary, when it is 
presented in a proper shape, they will hear no 
objection from me. 

But the Senator gets the point: he says we are 
on the eve of a sepinatlglilanion he gen- 
tlemen who conduet the Government of the United 
States, this Democratic Administration, choose, 
according to his own showing, to be silent upon 
| all this necessity; to let the borders of the country 

be ravaged; to do nothing even with regard to the 





7 I am sorry if it interferes | 
with the wishes of the Senators from Texas, be- || 
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so late an hour that, if this matter is before the 


Senate, I shall not a that, 


Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senate will proceed 


| with this bill. 


| Army, which they have in their own power, and || 


_ under their own command, to protect the country. 
They do not even make a recommendation that 
we should pass an appropriation for that purpose; 


but they allow this matter to sleep and go along | 


‘in this way, and be brought in for us to act upon 


| without the recommendation of the Government; | 


| and what is to be the consequence? 
| make this appropriation and we come to add up 
what it costs to carry on this Government, they 


|| will say, ‘*if Congress had not disregarded the 


wishes of the Government, then the expenditures 


| 
| 
, and it will be charged, as it has been before, upon 
| the members of the Republican party, that they 
voted for appropriations which the Democratic 
| Government did not call for, and an effort will be 
made to throw the responsibility upon us. 
Another thing. 
well founded my belief may be—that it is not sim- 
ply for that purpose that this matter has been 
neglected, but with a view to force other measures 
upon us which I am not now at liberty to speak 
of in open session. 
Texas, that so far as I am concerned—and I can 
speak for their sensibilities, at least so far as the 
good feelings of Senators on this side of the Cham- 
ber are concerned—if the necessity exists to pro- 


mounted volunteers, or any other mode, we shall 


purpose, be it what it may;although I would have 
recommended to the people of Texas to do as the 
was invad- 
| ed by yore from the other side of the boundary 
| line, from New Brunswick, though her people had 
| not yet been actually injured when she acted. In 
the dead of winter we sent our own troops, to the 
number of thousands, at our own expense, directly 
_ into the territory to fight off the enemy, and keep 

possession in our own land. We did not wait to 
apply to the Government of the United States, 
although Congress was in session, but we passed 
our own bill, raised our own money, turned out 


|| our own troops, took possession of our own land, 


and punished those who were invading us. True, 
| we were paid for it afterwards, mostly, by the 
Government of the United States, because it was 
a proper thing; it was money incurred for neces- 


also, if she did what was proper in this case. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair must 
interrupt the Senator from Maine to call up the 
special order at this hour. The special order is 
the resolution of the Senator from Mississippi, 
{Mr. Brown,] on which he isentitled to the floor. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 


When we | 


would have been kept within reasonable limits,’’ | 


I believe—I do not know how | 


I say to the Senators from | 


tect the frontiers of Texas, by a regiment of | 


not stop at an appropriation of money for that | 


sary defense; and I should be for paying Texas, | 
a 


finishing what I have to say now, or at another | 


Mr. IVERSON. I desire to submit some re- 
marks to the Senate on this proposition of the 
Senator from Texas, and of course it will occupy 

| some time. I cannot vote for the proposition as 
| at present advised, and I want to give the reasons 
| why I will not vote for it. 

Mz.DAVIS. I suppose no one wishes to speak 
at any length on this subject, and the brief re- 

marks which will be made will not occupy much 
| 
| 


| 

| 

= . e 

| time, if the Senate pleases. 


time. If my colleague will not be thrown over 
to-day, I suppose he would have no objection to 
deferring his speech for the present. ith that 
understanding, I suppose we can go on with this 
bill now. 

Mr. MASON. In reference to the special or- 
der at half past two o’clock, I will say that it is 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


: 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 

oprerens the special order ? 

r. BROWN. I should liketo know to what 
hour, so that I may know when I am to com- 
Sas I will consent to give way for half an 
sour. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. By unanimous 
consent it can be informally laid aside for half an 
hour. [** Agreed!’’?] Then the Senator from 
Maine is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I had but a single other 
remark to make in relation to the matter. | 
have indicated to Senators the ground of my ob- 
jection to the a as it stands. I will say 
to them that, before I can vote for this measure 
appropriating money, they must get something 
official from the Departments. Here itis proposed 
to give the President power tp call these troops 
into active service. ¢ does not appear officially 
that there is not mohey enough of the appropri- 
ations we made last year for the support of the 
Army to enable him to do it. He has the com- 
mand of the Army, and he has the command of 
the money appropriated for the support of the 
Army. e have nothing from him to show, or 
from the head of the War Department to show, 
that it may not be done. At any rate, if it is de- 
sirable to do it, the Government is in possession 
of the state of facts in reference to these difficul- 
ties onthe border. If it is desirable to raise more 
troops, volunteers or others, for the purpose of 

rotecting that border, letthe President tell us so; 
et the Department send us an estimate; let them 
tell us how the Army is employed; the reasons 
why they have no troops at theircommand, if they 
have none at their command, to protect the fron- 
tier of Texas. 

Let us proceed in this matter as we proceed in 
all other matters, and let the responsibility rest 
where it properly belongs; in the first place, with 
the Executive Government, which stands charged 
with the defense of the country, which has the 
command of the Army, which has the command 
of the funds for the support of the Army. Let 
the Government tell us that it has not the means 
in its possession to protect this border; that it 
wishes money, in order to call this regiment of 
mounted volunteers into active service. Give us 
the facts; tell us why they are so. When that 
has been done by a communication from the 
roper Department, let that communication go 
into the hands of the Committee on Military Af- 


Is a motion made 


fairs, at the head of which stands the Senator from 
Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] who is perfectly com- 
petent to understand the whole matter, and to in- 
struct us upon the subject, with regard to this 
necessity; and, when that has been done, it will 
be properly before the Senate; and I say, then, 
that if the necessity is found to exist, there never 
has been a time when I have withheld my vote, 
from considerations of economy, from anything 
which was necessary to be done for the protection 
of the country; and there will never be such a 
time while I stand here. We are able to protect 
all portions of the country, if necessary, and we 
are willing to do it; but I have no idea that the 
Government, because a presidential election is 
approaching, as the Senator from Texas says, 
for that reason, or for any other, shall keep itself 
clear of its responsibility, and throw it upon us. 
Let us have the facts, as we are entitled to have 
them, from the proper Department. 

Mr. DAVIS. I admit the force, in a party 
view, of the objection which the Senator from 
Maine has stated. I have felt, in a different posi- 
tion, how unjust it was to affix upon an Execu- 
tive Department a responsibility for expenditures 
which were directed by the Congress, and against 
the known will of the Executive. I admit, there- 
fore, the force of his objection, in a party point of 
view. ; 

The Senator from New Hampshire is mistaken 
as to the strength of the Army; and though it 
does not bear very strongly upon the question, it 
may be as well to correct him. The annual re- 

rt of the Secretary of War, of which I suppose 
Ire has possession, states the authorized strength 
to be eighteen thousand one hundred and sixty- 
five men; and on the Ist of July the actual number 
reached seventeen, thousand four hundred and 
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ninety-eight. 
not more than eleven thousand men avaliable for 
active service in the field—a little over one half 
the estimate of the Senatorfrom New Hampshire. 

Further than this, I will state that a bill on this 
subject was introduced into the Senate, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs; but 
it was considered proper, as has been stated, that 
the Senate should be informed of the views of the 
Executive Department. It was sent to the War 
Department for a report, in order that the Senate 
might judge, on the facts presented, of the neces- 
sity of legislation. No reply has been received; 


Of this number he says there are 


therefore the committee was not prepared to re- | 


port the bill, and I am not prepared now to pre- 
sent the views of the Executive Department. In 
the annual report, however, the one laid on our 
tables at the beginning of this session, from the 
Secretary of War, he nctices the condition of the 
Texan frontier. He says: 

‘© More than the usual amount of disturbance has occurred 
during the past summer, upon nearly the whole line of our 
Texan frontier. Brevet Major General Twiggs, then the 
commander of that department, during the early spring, is- 
sued orders for the abandonment of Fort Brown, and the 


concentration of the treops at other points upon the fron- 
tier higher up the Rio Grande.” 


He then goes on to state that this officer doubt- | 


less supposed there could be no danger in with- 
drawing the troops from a point opposite to the 
large town of Matamoras, but he had been disap- 
pointed; that Texas had been invaded and her cit- 


izens murdered, and that he had sent a force to | 
Brownsville, which he had every reason to be- | 
lieve would prove sufficient for the protection of | 


that point, and tranquillity, he supposed, could 
have been restored. 

But it is very well known to the Senate that it 
is quite competent for the Mexicans to cross the 
Rio Grande at many other points; that during the 
period of low water they can ford it at almost any 
place. 
— we have in the public press, that forays have 
yeen made upon Texas. It is known, also, that 
Texans have invaded Mexico. No longer ago 


| 
| 


Itis known, through the means of intell- | 


than this morning there was contained in one of | 


the daily papers of this city a statement that the 
Texans had burnt some property on the Mexican 
side, and that a demand for indemnification had 
been made. The state of things which is then 


presented to us, upon the public information, is | 


simply this: Texas has been invaded by maraud- 
ing parties from Mexico, and Texans have retal- 
iated upon Mexico. We are thus drifting, as it 
were, into a war between the two countries, from 
the absence of that protection which should be 
afforded along the Rio Grande frontier, and that 
restraint which should be imposed upon the ac- 
tion of our own people. exas, no doubt, is 
ready to-day to act as the Senator says Maine did, 
and send her own citizens to the Rio Grande, un- 
restrained by the authority of the United States; 
but, as inevitably as they arrive at that point, they 
will invade Mexico, and, if that country is not 
too weak to prevent it, involve the two nations in 
war. That is the point we have to consider— 
our duty of protection to Texas on the one side, 
and our obligations to Mexico on the other. 

I regret that we have not reports from the Ex- 
ecutive Departments which would enable us to 
»resent this matter to the Senate, and fix upona 
Desiiperatic Administration what responsibility 
attaches tothem. Let them answer for themselves 
why marauding troops have been able to invade 
apartof Texas? Letthem answer for themselves 
ace the Army is, and why it is not employed for 
the defense of that frontier? Inthe mean time, we 
have theiranswerastotheemploymentof troops in 
their quarters; and I know no place where any can 
be drawn from except from Utah, and that would 
be too distant to answer any demand that may 
now bemade. The President of the United States 
has the authority, under the Constitution and the 
law, to call out troops to repel invasion; to call 
out the militia for that purpose; he could call out 
the militia without an appropriation. He waits 
for an appropriation. I suppose it is upon some 
consideration that the evil 1s not as great as is 
represented by the Senator from Texas, or per- 
haps that he does not choose to incur the censure 
of the Congress for involving the Government in 
a debt which they have not authorized him to 
incur. Whether it be one view or the other, I, 
for one, am willing in tlie present state of the case, 
to depart from what I would consider the proper 


eee IE 





| 





and ordinary rule of conduct, and without the 


Executive’s distinct recommendation, with the 
information we have from the Executive and War 
Department, contained in their annual reports, and 
with the information we have through the public 
press, to make an appropriation to carry out the 
existing law, and thus to instruct the President to 


call out a regiment of mounted men for the protec- | 


tion of this frontier. 


I am notable to say why some of the regiments 


of regular troops cannot be assembled to perform 
that service. | do not a to judge or stand 
in front of any censure which, at some future day, 
it may be necessary to pass on the manner in 
which the troops have been administered. I only 
say the facts stare us in the face, thata portion of 


our country has been invaded, and that we are | 


about to be involved in a war with the Republic of | 


Mexico, unless it be too feeble to repel an aggres- 
sion, by Texas doing for herself, in the event that 


this Government does nothing, that which it is 


our duty to perform. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. Mr. President, it seems 


to me that we are proceeding very irregularly 1n | 


assing this bill foran object of our own, without 
laving any communication with the President of 
the United States on the subject. He would ex- 
press to us, if he made a communication, to what 


use he will apply, and in what service he will em- || 


ploy, this regiment. You hasten, fora particular 
object of your own, to put this regiment in the 
ficld. As soon as you do so, your control over it 
ceases; and how will the President employ it? 
Will he employ it on the Rio Grande? Will he 
employ it on the interior frontiers of Texas? 
Where will he employ it?) Have we any reason 
to believe that the b 
exigency for such service on the Rio Grande? 
None in the world. The Governor of Texas is, 
to be sure, uttering complaints on this subject, 
which we cannot fail to hear 
Mr. DAVIS. Wiil my friend from Kentucky 
allow me to make asuggestion on, that point? On 
the northern frontier of Texas the Indians are 
making inroads, and mounted men are stationed 
there to restrain them. A portion of the peace on 
which we have been congratulated results from 
their being so stationed. If we had this mounted 
Texan regiment, they might be sent to replace the 
troops on the northern frontier of Texas, and the 





resident supposes there is any || 
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respect the Army of the United States, not one of 
those soldiers should be there longer than he could 
be brought away. Then we should have troops 
enough for this frontier. 

I humbly submit, sir, that we are proceeding 
without precedent; and we are proceeding very un- 
wisely if we shall undertake to act on this subject 
without hearing from the Executive. The War 
Department is constructed for the very purpose of 
giving us this information. The President, asCom- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army, must know where 
defense is necessary; and if he wants means for 
any particular service, he can tell us; and as long 


| as he is silent, we have a right, as the legislative 


department of the Government, to rest safely and 
securely in his discretion. If he does not ask for 
it, whose duty it is to know, whose duty it is to 
ask, we have a right to infer that nothing is ne- 


| cessary. 


This is the plain view of this subject, it seems 
to me; and] am not disposed to move atall on this 


| subject until we have that information, although I 


should hold it very necessary in a President to act 
with great prompitude upon this subject, and upon 
all subjects. The honorable Senator from Maine 
has told us, somewhat proudly, too, that, upon a 


| like occasion, his own State ordered out troops, 
‘| made war, and drove off the invaders, all of them- 


selves, according to their own discretion, and with- 
out taking any counsel about it with this Govern- 


|; ment; and General Houston is invited to pursue 


the same course 

Mr. WIGFALL. Will the Senator from Ken- 
tucky allow me to say a word? During the last 
two years, troops have been ordered out time and 





| again by the executive of Texas; and we have 


kept, during the last two years, I believe, from 


| two to three companies in the field., I am told by 
| my colleague,more. Three companies that I know 
| —Ford’s and Bolton’s, and another, the name of 


| which I do not know. 


They were kept in the 


field for two years. We have asked to be paid 


back for them, and have received not one dollar 


United States troops sent to the Rio Grande; and | 


I say here, that I think that would be the better 
arrangement. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I should think so, too; 
but we have not the making of these arrange- 


ments, and I should like to know what arrange- | 
ment the President will make of this force; I || 
should like to know whether he considers it as | 


necessary; and if necessary, whether it is neces- 
sary for the purposes you propose, or for other 


| purposes that he may have in contemplation. It 
seems to me it is beginning at the wrong end alto- | 


ether for us to initiate a measure of this sort. | 
e is made commander, and has the control alto- | 


every part of it. 


any where—keeps it where he pleases. What will 
he do with it, if we give itto him? The gentle- 
men say it is necessary to preserve the peace on 
the Rio Grande; to restrain invasions of the Mex- 
icans. Does the President think so? He is as 
profoundly silent as an owl. We have heard 


| not a word from him, and I cannot confess that 


the reason which is imagined in the speculations 
of gentlemen can prevail on him; that he is silent 
because a presidential election is approaching! 
Sir, F cannot admit the idea that a President of 
the United States would be so regardless of his 
duty as to be silent upon such a subject, when 
his country is supposed to be assailed, and for 


| such a reason as is assigned. I want to hear from 


him and from the War Department. 1 wish we 
could, to some extent, take the control of the 
Army much more than we have. I do not know 
that the arrangement which the Constitution has 
made is not the wisest; but, as thorough acivilian 
as I am, and as quiet and as peaceable a man as 
I am, I sometimes feel very much disposed to 
take, if I could, the command of the Army, or a 
part of it. I would have out of Utah, presently, 
all the troops you have there; that is certain. It 


'gether of the Army of the United States, and | 
He orders out this regiment; | 
| he controls it; directs its service here, or there, or 


might be very unwise, very unmilitary; but if I | 


could be allowed, as a civilian, to control in any || 


'| compani¢s upon the Rio Grande. 


| out of 


yet. There are now upon the northern frontier of 


our State three companies lately ordered out. 


Mr. HEMPHILL. We have received $55,000 
180,000. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Within the last two or three 
weeks the Governor of Texas has ordered out 
three companies upon the northern frontier, to 
defend that frontier from the Camanches, and two 
We bave now 
five companies in the field, and thres additional 
companies ordered out a few days ago, makin 
in all eight companies now in the field, and pai 
for by the State. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. Well, sir, if ite gen- 


| tleman had heard me a little longer, he would iave 





learned that I considered that it was a neglect on 
the part of the President and of the General Gov- 
ernment—I will say neglect on the part of the Ad- 
ministration, to allow such a necessity to fall upon 
any State. Unquestionably every State must pos- 
sess and exercise, upon proper occasions, the priv- 
ilege of self-defense—self-preservation. No law 
can deprive us, as individuals or as communities, 


|| of that; and there may be extraordinary exigen- 
| cies and occasions upon which this defense ma 

| be resorted to; but, unquestionably, the Consti- 
| tution intended that all matters of war should be 


the Government of 


managed and controlled by 
o not they do it? Are 


the United States. Why 


| States to be encouraged upon their own judgment 


of necessities which frequently amount to noth- 
ing more than great provocation, great irritation, 
to make war upon their own discretion, and upon 
their discretion to call upon this Government to 
pay the expenses of war? Certainly that is not 
according to-the scheme of our Government; and 
I think a State much better performs her duty in 
her situation by consulting this Government upon 
every question of war where time and circum- 
stances permit it, and suffering her own counsels 
to be overruled by the counsels of the General 
Government—the counsels of the whole people, 
who, if war arises, are to bear the brunt and ex- 

ense of that war, and to suffer all the bloodshed. 
Ido not think, then, that it is a part of our policy, 
or that it is according to principle, that we should 
leave the States and the Governors of States to 
exercise their own war-making dispositions or 
tempers. The Congress of the United States has 
the power of making war, and no ether autherity 
within this Government—— 
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to object to Texas because she did not order out 
troops as they did in Maine. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. The gentleman misun- 
derstood me, that is all; and I told him when he 
sat down, that if he had waited a little longer, he 
would have found that the drift of my remarks 
was different, perhaps, from what he supposed. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I certainly understood the 
Senator from Kentucky to speak in commenda- 
tion of the course that had been pursued by the 
State of Maine. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. ‘ 

Mr. WIGFALL. Well, I misunderstood you 
entirely, and beg your pardon. It was an entire 
misapprehension. 

Mr.CRITTENDEN. I say, sir, that forbear- 


ance on this subject is the better policy on the part 


No 





of the States; and promptitude on the part of the | 


President of the United States is demanded by his 
great duty as the head of the nation and the com- 
mander of the Army of the United States. How | 
do we know now? We are in haste to order out 
the regiment upon our discretion, upon our own | 
limited knowledge. How do I know but that the 
President now, sensible of the necessity of de- 
fense upon that frontier, has upon the march, 
under his order, troops adequate to the occasion? 
Who can tell me that he has not? Who is au- 
thorized to tell me that he has not? When the 
President is here to speak for himself,and to com- 
municate with Congress upon this and all other 
subjects of interest to the United States, it is his 
duty to do so; and | trust he will do so, and that 
sromptly, if there is any necessity in this case. 
f there is the overruling necessity which is 
spoken of, and this Government should fail to do 
its duty, unquestionably I would not that Texas 
should forbear one particle of her strength, nor 
one particle of her courage, for the defense of her 


own territory; but I want to know that that is || 


necessary; I want to know that the President has | 
not already, by the means which he has, provided 
for it; | want to know whether he considers any | 
other means necessary; and I suppose if he does 
consider them necessary, he will ask for them. 
That is the ordinary way; and I think we had 
better pursue that course on this occasion. 
There is nobody, I am sure, that would sym- 
pathize with Texas, if any outrage were committed 


upon her, more decidedly and more clearly than I | 


would. None would more desire to see her de-, 
fended in a proper case’ I would vote almost 
anything that the President thinks necessary for 
the purpose, whose first business it is to defend 
her, and to do it fully and properly. But I want 
to proceed understandingly. I want to go accord- 
ing to the ancient understanding and custom; | 
want to go super antiquas vias; |’ want to travel 
on the great highway of our policy, all the depart- 
ments concurring, each doing its proper duty, ina 
business of thissort. It is to submit these remarks 
that I have troubled the Senate on this occasion. 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I think if the 
honorable Senator from Kentucky will look back | 
to the last Congress, he will find that the Presi- 
dent has not been quite so tardy in the discharge 
of the proper functions of his office, as the remarks 
of the honorable Senator would seem to indicate, 
I do not mean to prolong the debate, but only to | 
put this question where | think it should stand, 
as between the legislative and the executive de- 
partments. During the last Congress, on the rec- 
ommendation of the Secretary of War, and for 
reasons shown in his report, the President advised | 
that an increase should be made to the Army e 
three or four regiments; and the reason assigned, | 
according to a 4 recollection, was that they were | 
wanted in Utah, to protect the emigrant trains, | 
and also to protect the frontiers of Texas. It re- | 
sulted that Congress did not, for reasons that I do 
not Mean to question, adopt his recommendation; 
they did not increase the Army in the way that he 
proposed, but they passed a law, which I holdin 
my hand, authorizing him to muster into the ser- 
vice of the United States three regiments of vol- | 
unteers; two, as expressed in the law, to be used | 
in Utah for the protection of emigrant trains, and | 
one to be raised in Texas, to be used there fér the | 
protection ‘of the frontier. They did authorize the | 
increase of the Army, in the mode provided for | 
in the law, not in conformity, however, to the | 
Executive recommendation; but they made no 
appropriation for these new regiments. 








Mr. WIGFALL. Lunderstood the Senator first 
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New, I happen to know, unofficially, that it was 
strongly urged upon the President by those who 
wanted, in Texas and elsewhere, that these regi- 
ments should be raised, that he should carry the 
law into execution; and the President replied, as 
he was bound to reply, in my judgment, ‘I can- 
not do it; for, although Congress have authorized 
it to be done, they have disabled me from doing 
it by not making the appropriation;’’ so that when 
the honorable Senator says that this does not 
come with the recommendation of the Executive, 
I think he does qwongne present Executive (be- 
cause it was under his administration it was done) 
not entirely strict justice. What are the facts? 


The regiments were not mustered into service, | 
because there was no money to pay them. I know | 


that it was only on the night before last that this 
urgent information came from the Governor of 
Texas. As I have said, I read it; and Lagree with 
the honorable Senator from Mississippi, there is 
sufficient in the document sent here > the Gov- 
ernor of ‘Texas to show that he will—not in any 
defiance of the Executive power; not from any 
ill-feeling towards the Executive; but in the dis- 
charge of his obligations to his State—muster men 
upon the account of Texas, and send them to that 


frontier; and it is the prevalent opinion, shown | 


in the document accompanying that communica- 
tion from the Governor of Texas, that the only 


ple of Texas, or, 1 should rather say, in the judg- 


l} 
{| 
' 


of opening at most more than an hour anda half, 
perhaps not so much. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 
waiving for the Senator. It is indifferent to me 
whether I proceed now on this subject or not. 

*Mr. MASON. I think it is due to the Senator 
from Mississippi to call up the special order. 

Mr. BRO N. I do not feel very well, and I 
am willing to let this debate go on for halfan heur 
longer. Perhaps this bill can be disposed of in 
that time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, the posi- 
tions taken by the Senator from Virginia seem to 
me to be somewhat singular. He admits that there 
is very important information in the possession of 
the President of the United States, at the present 
time,with regard to this affair, recently received— 
communications from the Governor of Texas, with 
reference to these difficulties on the border; and 
yet, notwithstanding that, and notwithstanding 
that, being in the receipt of it, the President has 
sent no sort of communication to us on the sub- 
ject, he infers that the President is influenced to 


do so by the fact that, two years ago, under a dif- 


ferent state of circumstances, he requested Con- 
gress to give him an increase of four regiments to 
the Army, and Congress declined. He now infers 
that the President’s sense of the dignity of his 


|| station is so much affected by the fact that Con- 
effective way to do it,in the judgment of the peo- | 


ment of those who have reported the condition of | 
things to the Executive of Texas, is to take pos- | 


session of Mexico. 
all these documents; and I should have very little 
doubt that, if we do not authorize the President 
to send a force there, the Governor of Texas will 
send a force of Texans, and they will take pos- 
session of the northern provinces of Mexico; and 
where shall we stand then? They will answer, 
** We had nothing to do but to remain subject to 
these depredations on the frontier, or to take care 


of ourselves, remitted to our own discretion and | 
to our own power; and we have done it in what | 


we consider an efficient way.’? Where will the 
Government of the United States stand? 


last Congress failed to do—to appropriate money 


| to raise one of those regiments for the very service 





| What recommen 
to my call, Ido not know; or whether any will | 


indicated in that law. 
says the President has not recommended it. Ido 
not know why the President has not recommended 
it; but I can very well understand the reason. 

ts may follow the response 


follow it, 1 am notinformed; but I can very well 


understand that the President having asked for | 


this additional military force, which was granted 
ow terms that disabled im from using it, might 


think, and very properly think, ‘‘ Congress may | 


decm me unduly importunate, as stepping beyond 


| my proper sphere, if I press them on a subject 
on which they have already acted. Raising the | 
not giving me the money, is an in- | 


regiments an 
timation to me that when they think the time has 


come they will give the money.’’ I should think | 


it would bear that construction, and perhaps prop- 
erly bear it; but certainly all that is asked now 
is to appropriate for one of the regiments already 
authorized by 
in service for eighteen months. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President 

Mr. BROWN. I think the half hour for which 
I agreed to postpone the special order has expired. 

The PRESI ING OFFICER, (Mr. Hamuin 
in the chair.) The special order must be taken 
up now, if itisinsisted on. Itisthe understand- 
ing of the Chair that the objection of the Senator 
from Mississippi will call up again the special 
order, it having been passed over only informally. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I suppose we had bet- 
ter go through with this subject. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 should like to know 
whether the debate goes on, or stops. Itis a mat- 
ter of perfect indifference to me. 1 should like to 
say a few words in reply to the Senator from Vir- 

inia. 
. Mr. BROWN. 
they desire to discuss this question for a short 
time lenger, I shall not object. I shall not think 





That is shadowed forth in | 


The honorable Senator | 


y law to be raised, and to continue it | 


I will say to Senators that if 


The || 
Government must then do one of two things: it | 
must cither go to war with Texas to release Mex- || 
| ico, or go to war with Mexico to protect Texas. || 
| There will be no alternative. 
Now, all that is proposed here is todo what the | 








| 


gress declined to raise the Army by four regiments 


| on his recommendation, two years ago, that al- 


though the country is in danger at the present mo- 
ment, and actually invaded, the President does 
not think it worth while to make any further com- 
munication to Congress, but prefers to let them 
find it out as they please. 

Mr. MASON. The Senator from Maine may, 
if he pleases, state my proposition as he thinks 

roper to state it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [state it as I understandit. 

Mr. MASON. But I certainly did not state it 
so myself. I said this: the President, at the last 
session, asked for an increase of the Army, and 
Congress refused it; but in lieu, they authorized 
three regiments of volunteers to be mustered into 
the service for special purposes, and prescribed 
where they should be used and where they should 
be raised—two in Utah and one in Texas—but 
made no appropriation. At this session he has 
asked for no appropriation for the purpose; but 
I happen to know, because I went there to get 
the information, that the night before last inform- 
ation reached the Executive, which satisfied me 
that the Texan Senators were right in asking for 
an appropriation now. Whether the President 
intends to communicate it, I do not know; but if 
he does, he has not had the time. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 have no desire to do 
the Senator from Virginia any injustice; but I cer- 
tainly understood him to argue that the President 
might probably think that, inasmuch as we did 
not pay any attention substantially to his recom- 
mendation at the last Congress, therefore it was 
not worth his while to renew the recommendation 
at the present time. It is a very singular state of 
things, if the President can assume that he is to 
make no communication to Congress at the dis- 
tance of two years from a previous one, how- 
ever the state of the country may change. That 
is not keeping a very watchful eye over the 
country. 

But, sir, the Senator from Virginia is totally in 
error as to the history of this matter. The Pres- 
ident recommended an increase of the Army by 
the addition of four regiments of regulars. He 
made the supposed war with Utah the pretext for 
that recommendation, not any supposed difficul- 
ties upon the borders of Texas particularly; and 
through the whole of the debate which ensued, 
that recommendation was not even adopted by 
the Committee on Military Affairs. They rec- 
ommended an increase of the rank and file of the 
existing regiments. That was not satisfactory to 
the Administration. The truth was, they wanted 
to appoint the officers more than they wanted the 
soldiers at that time; and it was perfectly under- 
stood. The question, as it was argued here, was 
a question arising out of the necessities of the sup- 

sed war with Utah, and nothing else; and the 

nator must recollect the discussion that took 
place at that period. Those regiments were not 
raised. They were not authorized. The increase 
of the rank and fileproposed by the Committee 
on Military Affairs was not authorized. But, in- 
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in consequence of the pressure and urgency of the 
statements made by the Executive upon th 
ject, and repeated here, Congress did authorize, 
not for any special purpose, but for general pur- 
poses, the President to call into active service two 
regiments of volunteers; and, at the suggestion 
and by the recommendation and urgency of one 
of the Senators from Texas, (Mr. Houston,) a 
regiment of mounted volunteers for the protection 
of that border was also authorized to be raised. 
Before anything was done in regard to those 


regiments, as I stated before, news was received | 


that the difficulties with Utah were adjusted; and 
then the President, if lremember right—it is sug- 


gested to me by the honorable Senator from Ohio || 


—sent a communication to this body saying there 
was no further necessity for calling out the regi- 


ments that had been thus authorized; and, in con- | 


sequence, Congress made no appropriation for 
them. He asked for none; the communication 


was to a different effect entirely; and, consequent- | 


ly, things remained as they were. . 
Two years have elapsed since that time. 
movement has been made, either by the President 


or by the Secretary of War, orby anybody, until | 
this movement by the Senators from Texas, to- | 
wards calling outeither of those regiments. Those | 


Senators come in here withoutany authority from || Why have not these difficulties been quelled? It 


the Department, from the executive arm of the Gov- 


ernment, from the head of the Government, from || 
“the head of the Army, from that branch of the | 
with the defense of the | 


Government intruste 
whole country; and we are invited,not only by 
them, but even by the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, and the honorable Senator 
from Virginia, to act on a subject of this import- 


recommendation from and any responsibility 
upon the Executive at all, simply because the 


newspapers state that these difficulties exist, and | 
the Senators from Texas state that they are satis- | 


fied they exist. Sir, when was‘it known in the 


history of this country, or in the history of any | 


country, that appropriations were made for in- 
creasing an army or calling regiments into active 


service and putting them into the field, without | 


having one single suggestion of the necessity of so 
doing from the head of the Army, or the Depart- 
ment which has the control of it, and withoutany 
official information at all on the subject? 

Sir, is there no information in the Department 
on this subject? Has the President no informa- 
tion on this subject? During all the period that 


there have been these difficulties on the borders of || 
Texas, I should like to know whether any com- || 


munications have been made to the Government. 
Have they anything at all? If they have, why 
not communicate it tous? What is the inference ? 
That they think it is of no imporiance. If the 
Senators from Texas think they have important 
information, why not long before this have called 
for it? Sir, the very fact that they’have commu- 
nicated nothing, when they must be presumed to 
be informed, when the Secretary of War must 


know what the state of the Army is—all these | 


things go to show that the Executive Government 
of the country is satisfied that there is no occasion 
for making this ae ropriation, and call- 
ing out this regiment. a should we put at 
defiance the whole course of the Government on 
all matters of this description, from its foundation 
down to this day, and take a matter like this into 


our own hands, on mere newspaper rumors, and | 


statements made here in the Senate on the respons- 
ibility of gentlemen, with regard to their advices ? 
No matter of Government is ever conducted in 
that way. 
dut 
such supposed pressure, under the argument that 
the Senator from Virginia has been te the Depart- 
ment and has seen communications which satigfy 


him of the necessity of this measure. Sir, 1 want, || 


to be satisfied, not by the statement of the Sena- 
tor from Virginia, or the statement even of the 
Senators from Texas, on whose statements I have 
as much reliance as on the statements of any gen- 
tlemen; but that is not enough for me: Col 


have an official communication; I must have proof 


in the proper form. 1 must have it from those 
whom I have a right to hold responsible, and not 
have it thrown on me on what may be denomin- 
ated afterwards as such statements as I had no 
right to act upon in a matter of this consequence. 


stead of that, after a long debate upon the subject, || 


|; ments that gentlemen adduce. 
e sub- | 


a 
No 


|| direction. 
a bye J | all along. 
ance, to make this appropriation without any | 





re rae he is not onl 


I cannot find it consistent with my || 
to agree, for a single instant, to yield to any | 
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Now, sir, let us look for a moment at the argu- 
They are very 
singular. : 
that the reason why we have not the necessary 
information from the Executive is, that a presi- 
dential election is approaching. Very well, sir. 


| Everybody knows that the present President has | 


no sort of interest m that election atall. Nobody 
pretends that he has. He must be acting, there- 
fore, for the benefit of the Democratic party gen- 
erally, not his own. If he is, let the Democratic 
party take the responsibility; do not attempt to 


throw any part of it on us; do not appeal to this | 


side of the Chamber to aid you in a difficulty of 


that kind. I want information; you have no right | 
to withhold it because you are in trouble as a | 


party, and because you do not like to place this 
responsibility where it properly belongs. That 
is a singular kind of argument if the fact is so; 


;| and Lam very much inclined to think the Senator 
| is right about it—that he has spoken from impulse, 
| perhaps, but spoken the exact truth in reference 


to the matter, toa cerpain extent. 


But, sir, | am suspicious on another account. | 


Why were the troops, as | understand they were, 
withdrawn from the borders of Texas, to a large 
degree, a year ago? Why have they not been 
sent there, up to this period, in large numbers? 


has been in the power of the Government to quell 


them. Why is that border left open at this mo- 
ment? Why, unless to effect what some gentle- | 


men seem to fear, and that is, a serious collision 
there, that may lead to precisely what we suppose 
the Government wishes to accomplish in another 
I have been suspicious of this matter 
It has been a gross neglect of duty, in 
my judgment, and it should be attended to. © 
But, sir, the honorable Senator from Missis- 


| sippi supposes that there would be very great 


danger in leaving this matter in the hands of Texas, 
and his argument is a singular one. There was 


no particular danger at all of getting into a war | 


with any foreign Power when Maine undertook 


to protect herself, her interests, her property, and | 


her citizens. ‘The Senator from Mississippi sup- 
poses, however, that if the people of ‘Texas un- 
dertake it, they will not be satisfied with protect- 
ing their own border, but will involve us in a 
war with Mexico, and take absolute possession 


of that country, and we shall have it all upon us, | 


If such is the character of the population of Texas, 


if that is the danger, the inference that I draw is | 


that these difficulties on the border of Texas have 


pose, and not that they arose accidentally in the 
manner that is supposed. Sir, I take it for granted 
that if the Governor of Texas should find it neces- 


| sary to call out the people of Texas to any extent | 


for the purpose of protecting that border, he will 
content himself with doing that which he will 


| have a right todo, and which it is his duty to do, 


and that we shall not be exposed to the danger 


| that is supposed by the Senator from Mississippi; 


but if it were even so, it does not justify us in 
walking away from the straight and plain line of 
duty. I ask the Senator from Mississippi as a 
a Senator, but has 
yeen at the head of the War Department, a mem- 
ber of the executive branch of this Government— 
what would he have thought when he-was at the 
head of the War Department, if Congress, with- 
out his recommendation or advice, without the 
recommendation of the commander-in-chief of 
the Army, should undertake to put troops into 
the field, or at any rate, to raise money for that 
purpose, when it was not asked for, and when 


| communications were lying on his desk, and were 


in the hands of the President, giving the whole 
history of the matter, and showing the existence 


|| of the necessity, if there was any? 


Mr. DAVIS. I will admit very readily, in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the Senator from Maine, 
that the seasepiling is irregular, and that if | were 
Secretary of War,in the supposed case which he 
puts, I would prefer that the Congress should 
make the appropriation on my recommendation. 
I intended to cover thatin the few remarks which 


I submitted to the Senate, because I think we have | 


something to do with the question, as well as the 


executive Department. I have been mortified be- | 


yond measure that the Mexicans have invaded 
the soil of the United States. We have been ac- 
customed to speak of the manifest destiny which 





One of the Senators from Texas states | 


| country, of anything that they know. | 
| only aware of the fact that they do nothing but 
| keep silent, and yet what are we asked to do? Sen- 





| action; the President asks for no action. 


| information has not been given. ! 
| ference? That they have none? That is not pre- 
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| 

| proclaimed that the Anglo-Saxon should rule the 
continent; and when that mixed race has been 
able to invade a State of this Union, to lay its 
| people under contribution, to take possession of 
its towns, I ask, is there a Senator who does not 
respond to the demand—go and repel them? 


URE a 


Mr. FESSENDEN. And I ask the Senator, 
then, under such circumstances, if that was the 
state of facts and he was Secretary of War, would 
not Congress very soon hear from him on the 
subject? 

Mr, DAVIS. It is likely. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well; then what is 
the inference? The necessary inference, from all 
that the Senator says, is what I am charging, and 
that is, that this Government has grossly neglect- 
ed its duty. Itis the Senator’s inference, and not 
mine; not that he draws it, but that he furnishes 


| me with material from which I am compelled to 


draw it. ‘There we stand, then; the President of 
the United States, according to the opinions of 
Senators on. the other side of the Chamber, silent 
when heshould speak; in the possession of inform- 
ation which he does not communicate; war upon 
our border; an invasion from this miserable, dis- 
organized people of Mexico; our people butch- 
ered, if you please; their fields ldid waste; the coun- 


| try desolate; all these facts in the possession of 


the President of the United States; all these facts 
in the possession of the Seeretary of War at the 
present time—that is assumed—an army at their 
command, and no account given to us, or to the 


We are 


ators come in here upon their own responsibility 
and say they believe the facts to be so, and they 
call upon us, without these recommendations, to 
make an appropriation for an increase of the Army 
in the face of the Executive and of the Executive's 
Minister of War, simply for the reason that a 
presidential election is pending. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wish to show the Sen- 
ator that his inference does injustice to the Sec- 


| retary of War in this: the Secretary of War has 


sent to Congress through the President, the only 
channel of communication he has, information 
that 


‘“* The condition of things along the whole extent of our 


| Mexican boundary—some sixteen hundred miles in length 


—demands imperatively that Congress should adopt a policy 
which shall give peace and security to our citizens, and 
render punishment for crimes committed upon them by 
Mexican banditti, and savages residing within Mexican 


|| territory, prompt and certain.”’ 
been fomented by the people of Texas for a pur- | 


I do not say that the Secretary has made this 
exact recommendation. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Secretary there 


| speaks of savages, I believe? 


Mr. DAVIS. 


“ The condition of things along the whole extent of our 
Mexican boundary—some sixteen hundred miles in length 
—emands imperatively that Congress should adopt a policy 
which shall give peace and security to our citizens, and 
render punishment for crimes committed — them by 
Mexican banditti, and savages residing within Mexican 


He says: 


| territory, prompt and certain.” 


Mr. FESSENDEN. And yet he asks for no 
He 
makes this suggestion to the President; the Pres- 
ident is silent. He recommends no raising of a 


regiment of mounted volunteers. He recommends 


nouseofthe Army. The President recommends 


nothing—all are silent. How can Senators on the 


| other side of the Chamber, if these facts exist, 


defend, or pretend to defend, the Administration 
for its gross inaction on this subject? I have not 
heard them do it, and I do not think they will 
undertake to do it; but so far as I am concerned, 
I wish that we should keep ourselves in the right 
position. Let the Senators from Texas eall for 
the information in the possession of the President 


| and the Departments on this subject; let us know 
| exactly what the state of the facts is, and let us 


know the opinions of the Executive upon the facts, 
When we ion them, then, with pleasure, | will 
send them to the committee over which the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi presides. He 
even says that he hascalled for them substantially; 
he has called for information on this subject. A 
bill having been referred to that committee, it has 
sent to the Departments for information, and that 
What is the in- 


tended. Why are they silent? Sir, can we act 
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under such circumstances? I ask Senators on the | 


other side of the Chamber, as well as those on 
this side, can we act under such circumstances? 
Mr. DAVIS. It is disagreeable for me to refer 
to it; but itis known that a domestic affliction has | 
invaded the house of the Secretary of War within | 
a short period; and feelings of delicacy and pro- | 
priety, that I need not refer to, show a probable | 
cause for his delay. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. There are others con- | 


nected with the Department who could furnish 
the information. Every one knowsthat. I should 
be sorry for anything of that sort; but it is un- 


necessary to mention it. The information sought | 


for could be obtained if we asked for it, and the 
Department were disposed to give it. However, 
sir, | am not disposed to say anything further on 
the subject. I have expressed my views generally, | 


and not in a party point of view, as was suggested | 
by the Senator from Mississippi; although I gave | 


notice that, asa party, we should defend ourselves 
from being held responsible for the action of others, 
which we have not been always able to avoid; 
and that, I take it, is justifiable. 

_One word to the honorable Senator from Ken- | 
tucky with regard to the remark I dropped with 
reference to the course which the State of Maine 
took. That course, I believe, was justified by the 
result, Maine was substantially invaded in the 
depth of winter. She took immediate measures 
to protect her territory. She did not go out of 
her own territory; she committed no outrage. 
Most of her bills were paid. If Texas, under like 
pressure, should do the same thing, | presume 
there would be no objection to her bills being paid. 
I believe the difficulties have been with these 
southern volunteers generally, that it costs so 
much more to support them than it does regular 
troops; and so it is even with northern men, when 
called into service, that there has been some ques- 


tion about the amount of the bills. There is the | 


trouble in regard to their pending claimsagainst the | 
Government at the present time. 

But, leaving that, I hold, as I say to the hon- | 
orable Senator from Kentucky, that, whena State | 
is invaded, especially when its citizens are killed | 
and its towns burned ahd its fields ravaged, no 
State is bound to wait the tardy action of this 
Government in providing a remedy. They must 
of necessity, if need be, take it into their own 
hands; and if the Government does not choose 
to adopt their actian, they being responsible for 
the propriety of that action and its reasonable 
character, they must bear the burden themselves. 
But, sir, there has never yet been a case under 
this Government, and I believe there never will 
be, where, when a State confines itself to action 
according to the necessity of the case and that 
alone, this Government has ever refused, in the 
end, to do justice to it. Its action may be slow, 
but it is always sure. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, it seems to me 
that the discussion has brought us to this point: 
Texas is invaded; outrages are being perpetrated 


on her borders every day; Cortinas ts at the head | 


of his hand, laying waste the country, burning the 


houses, murdering the men, outraging the women, | 
and devastating the whole border of Texas. This | 


state of things cannot last. These outrages must 
be stopped. If the Federal Government docs not 
do it, Texas will have to do it herself; and then 
we shall have to foot the bill. The question there- 
fore is, shall the hostilities upon the frontier be 
carried on by a State of the Union whose troops 
will not be under the authority of the Federal 
Government, and then we foot the bill, or shall 
we ourselves furnish the means of defense, and 
have it within our own control? I think the Gov- 
ernment fails to perform its duty if it does not act 
when the necessity is plain and urgent, and ad- 
mits of nodelay. You are in danger of war be- 
tween the two countries, growing out of the neces- 
sity of Texas to defend te Texas rangers 
will be placed upon that frontier. They will either 
be there under the authority of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and subject to our orders and regulations, 
or they will be there on their own hook, I think, 
sir, we had better muster them into the service, 
place them under the articles of war, where we 
can restrain and control them, and then let them 
defend the frontier. It is very certain that we shall 
have to foot the bill inthe end, In my judgment, 
it is very certain that the expense will be quite as 
much if we leave them to take their own steps, as 





| 
| 
| 











it will be if we take charge of it and perform the | 


duty ourselves. 


or these reasons, sir, I shall support this bill. | 


We need the regiment. The Government have 
no troops there of any adequate number, and are 
not able to furnish them. The frontier is so ex- 
posed to Indian ravages, that the great mass of 
our troops are required elsewhere. If you with- 
draw them from New Mexico, then onl 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr Reims 
It is made the duty of the Chair, as he under- 
stands the rules, to call up the bill to grant to 
every person who is the head of a family one hun- 
dred and sixty acres of land, commonly called the 
homestead bill, which wasassigned for two o’clock 
to-day. 





PROPERTY IN TERRITORIES. 
Mr. BROWN. With the indulgence of the 


Senator who has the floor, and the Senator from 
Tennessee, I propose to take up the subject on 


|| which I desire to address the Senate, and get it 
| out of the way, by making it the special order 


for ‘Tuesday next, at half past one o’clock. I 
do not feel well enough now to goon. I moveto 


peepee the further consideration of my owh 
| reso j 

o’clock, and make them the special order for that | 
| hour. 


utions until Tuesday next, at half past one 


The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES. 
Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States, by Mr. James 


| Bucwanay, jr., his Secretary. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The homestead 


bill is now regularly in order. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. For the pur- 
pose of allowing the discussion to go on until the 
present question be disposed of, I shall move to 
postpone it; but I wish to indicate, at the same 
time, great anxiety for action on the homestead 
bill. I propose that it be made the special order 
for two o’clock on Wednesday next. To-morrow 
is private bill day, and for Monday and Tuesday 
of next week there are other special orders. I 
make this motion with no disposition to postpone 
the homestead bill, but simply to expedite it, and 
keep that bill before the Senate in such a shape 
that it will have definite action at the earliest day 
practicable. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Military 
Academy appropriation billis now before the Sen- 
ate, the question being on the amendment of the 
Senator from Texas. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I have only a few words 
more to say. I hold that it is-the duty of this 
Government to preserve peace on the borders and 
repel these aggressions. I hold that we ought not 
to wait, after we are notified of the necessity, for 
the States to act separately and on their own re- 
sponsibility. When, a few years ago, the State 
of Maine was invaded, Congress at once placed 
$10,000,000, and I believe fifty thousand men, at 
the disposal of the Federal Government, to repel 
that invasion and maintain our frontier. e 
acted promptly. Prompt action is now required 
here. An irregular war is going on. The hos- 
tilities will continue; the outrages will be con- 
tinued; and you will have war with Mexico, if 
you do not act promptly, by putting the forces 
there under regular authority. The question sim- 
ply is, whether the troops shall act under the au- 
thority of this Government, or under the au- 
thority of Texas; for Texas must place them 
there if we do not; and we must foot the bills, 
and take the consequences of their action. 

Why not, then, pass this measure at once? 
The Federal Army is not large enough to enable 
it to perform the duty. We must employ volun- 
teers. I believe one regiment of Texan rangers 
would be worth half a dozen regiments of regu- 
lars for that service. I believe they will strike 
more terror into Mexico, and have a greater moral 


|| effect, Still, I should like to see them restrained by 
|| the rules and articles of war and under the author- 


ity of the Federal Government, instead of bein 
put under the authority of the State of Texas. 
think itisa Federal duty. The Army ought to be 
under Federal authority; and inasmuch as these 
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| troops are to be used, and to be used at once, the 


uestion is whether we shall allow the State of 
, 
exas to make war on her own account, or 


| whether we shall perform our duty by protecting 


her from invasion and from desolation? These 
are the considerations which will control my 
vote, and I hope we shall pass the bill at once. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I only wish to saya 
word in explanation, and not to continue the ar- 
gument. My complaint was, that we were not 
informed upon this subject, in the manner neces- 
sary toauthorize us to take any legislative action. 
I supposed that the President of the United States 
ought to be well informed on this subject, and I 
—— that, being well informed, he would 
nave taken the necessary measures for the de- 
fense of the territory of the United States. He 


| not having made eet did not 


undertake to do the President any injustice or to 
make any charge against him—I understood that 
gentlemen were precipitate in the motion which 
they had made, that they should rather wait for 
the regular official communication to be made by 
the Executive. I treated of the President’s conduct, 
and of theirs, altogether hypothetically, doing no 
injustice to either I did not intend to make, and 
did not make. any accusation against the Presi- 
dent. I did not charge him with a failure of duty. 
I supposed that troops under his orders sighs 
be now marching to the very point of defense. I 
supposed if he wanted this regiment he would 
say so. I did not charge him with a breach of 
his duty, because I do not know what his inform- 
ation was. We now probably have it, and I 
gladly relieve the Senate from any further debate 
on this subject, on my part, in this hope and ex- 
pectation. 

One word more to my friend from Maine, who 
reminds me that it is theright of aState, whenever 
she is invaded, her towns burnt, her people killed, 
to defend herself. I think so too, and I think re- 
sistance might be justified before all that had been 
done. I only made a general remark on the true 
policy of this Government to anticipate all neces- 
sity for the States, in their own defense, engag- 
ing in war. That is what! said, and that it was 
no matter of boast to a State that she had been 
precipitate upon this subject, and indulged her 
courage or rather her license; that that was not to 
be encouraged, but to be rebuked and checked by 
this Government. I admit to the fullest extent the 
right of self-defense, and I am sure the Senator 
and [ would not differ on this question. We can- 
not allow ourselves to be drawn into war for any 
and every cause by every State which is coterm- 
inous with a foreign Power. 

Mr. DAVIS. Whilst I do not, Mr. President, 
intend to accept the defiance of the Senator from 
Maine 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Allow me one moment 
personally. My remarks seem to be misunder- 
stood. In what I said I did not mean it to be 
taken for granted that all these things did exist, 
but I was saying that on the assumption on the 
other side that they did, we should hear from the 
po er authorities. My natural inference would 

the same as that of the Senator from Kentucky, 
that not hearing from the proper authorities on 
this subject, the facts did not warrant the pro- 
posed action. 

Mr. DAVIS. ‘The Senator modifies it so far, 
that I have less to say than I supposed was in- 
cumbent on me. I will only say that the case 
presented to us is, whether we shall proceed in 
an irregular manner, and before we have inform- 
ation from the Executive Department. There 
has been a delay, I admit. I take it for granted 
a portion of that delay is due to the cause which 
I suggested. Another portion of it is very prob- 
ably due to the fact that the Executive Department 
has not considered the case so urgent as it is es- 
tegmed by some to be. I would not be willing, 
however, to allow the debate to close under the 
supposition that the Executive had been held 
censurable, and that no one had defended him. 
At the same time, it is due to myself to say that 
if I considered him censurable, I should not at- 
tempt to Gefend him, and would be as ready to 
censure him as anybody on the other side. | will 
not give to party what I was intrusted with for 
the benefit of my country. If I find the Execu- 
tive censurable, I am willing to join in the cen- 
sure. I object to censuring him before cause is 
shown. 
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Mr. TRUMBULL. I understand that this. 
amendment has never been before any commit- 
tee. It is offered by an individual Senator. It 
is a very important matter, and I think it ought 
to be considered by the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and we ought to have their indorsement 


before we vote upon it. I move to refer the bill, 
with this amendment, to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator will not pro- 
pose to refer the bill. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I cannot refer the amend- 
ment without the bill. I do not wish to refer the 
bill, and if the rules would allowa motion to refer 
the amendment simply to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, it would be all I desire. The rules, 
however, as I understand, would not permit such 
a motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no particular 
pressing necessity about the bill. The bill itself 
is for the next fiscal year. ‘There is no particular 
hurry for passing it. No appropriations in it can 
take effect until the Ist of July next. 

Mr. WIGFALL. I do notdesire to waste the 
time of the Senate; but I am satisfied myself, and 
{ trust before I have ended other Senators will be 
satisfied, that this is one of the cases of pressing 
necessity that admit of no delay. It is true that 


the bill itself, to which this is offered as anamend- | 


ment, may as well, pass next week as this, and 
possibly next month; but there is an actual war 
now raging on the frontier of Texas, both on the 
north and on the west. I have already stated 
that upon the entire frontier of the Rio Grande, 
there are but one hundred and forty-nine cavalry 
now stationed. I have stated previously my rea- 





TH 


, Administration, undersuch circumstances, did not 


of us see it. It is known that there is a war now 
raging on that border. It is as well known as the || 
Senator knows that there is such a city as New 
Orleans, though he probably was never there. He | 
has seen that in the newspapers. He knows that || 
aman by the name of Cortinas has crossed the | 
border, and is continuing to cross it. Itis known 
that he is aided and abetted by Mexicans from 
the other side. Two companies, one from Mon- | 
terey, and the other from the seat of government 
—I have forgotten the town—of Tamaulipas, are 
with him. This war has been going on. | have, 
from the War Department, a report, received this 
morning, that there are but one hundred and forty- 
nine cavalry on that entire border. 
The Senator from Maine knows that the Ad- 
ministration, with these facts before it, has de- 
clined to send in a message, and will not. Ifa 
border war were going on now in Maine, and men 
were being murdered, habitations were being de- | 
stroyed, women were being outraged, and the 
head of the Federal Government chose not to in- || 
form this body of those facts, whilst the news- | 
papers were full of them from one end of the Union 
to the other, and whilst he had the information in 
the most incontestable shape before him, if the | 


inform Congress, I ask him if he would think it 
precisely in accordance with patriotism if | were 
to refuse to vote for affording protection because 
the Administration belonged to the other party, 
and 1 wanted to force upon the shoulders of the 


| Administration the responsibility of doing the | 


sons for supposing that an irregular force mus- | 


tered into the service under the control of the Fed- 
eral Government, and subject to the articles of 
war, will be more efficient than even cavalry of 
the United States. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. That is the very thing I 


| thenewspapers, and the 


want the opinion of the Committee on Military | 


Attairs upon. 


I think this is too important a | 


measure to be passed a the statement of a | 


single Senator, although 
for the Senator from ‘T'exas, and he will not un- 


derstand me in any other way; yet we have com- || 


mittees organized for this very purpose. Thisis 
an important measure. It will not = 
terially to refer it. The Committee on M 
Affairs doubtless will act promptly upon it, and 
if they report in favor of this amendment, it will 
come here indorsed by them, and present to my 
view a different aspect from what it does now. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I feel at a loss what course 
to pursue. I know individually the necessity of 
passing this appropriation immediately; I have 
the most incontestable evidence of its necessity. I 
know that the most incontestable evidence is in 


the War Department, and that it has been accu- 


mulating for the last three or four months; but 
Senators upon the other side not doubting these 
facts, as facts, do not like the manner in which 
they are proved. They have no doubt it is all 
true; but they do not like the manner in which it 


is proved. They object, furthermore, that if we | 


aow pass this amendment and make an appropri- 
ation, the responsibility will not rest on the shoul- 
ders of the Administration. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
me toask hima question? If all that information 
is in the War Dovartaiint, and has been for 
months, what is the natural inference? Is it not 


that the Government did not think the evidence | 
warranted the appropriation? Is not that the nat- || 


ural inference ? 


Mr. WIGFALL. I will answer. It is not for 


me to explain privately what the Administration | 


thinks or does; but I am willing to admit that the 
Administration does not think so, and then give 


the Senator the full benefit of the presumption. | 





To this body belongs the war-making power 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Then, the Senator would | 


have us act in this way on this important matter: 
he would have us appropriate $1,000,000, without 
knowing what the evidence is, upon his opinion 


of it, contrary to the opinion of the Chief Magis- | 


trate of the United States, on the same evidence. 
Mr. WIGFALL. No, sir. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Certainly; that is the 
natural inference. - f 
Mr. WIGFALL. There are some matters that 
are known. It is known that the sun shines; none 


it ma- 
ilitary | 


Will the Senator allow | 


have very great respect | 
Sb 


| if the other departments are derelict in their duty. 


| such conclusions as may suit him. 


| Senate. 1 
| war; if they believe the Army is sufficient; if they 
| believe that Army has been ordered there; if they 


thing, or produce dissension in the party? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I will answer the Sena- | 
tor’s question. I should say that, if I came here | 
making those statements, and they were even in 
lc pochanout- aon aware 
that all the information on the subject was in the 


| hands of the President, and he refused to recom- 


mend an appropriation, I should not expect him 
to take my word in opposition to that of the Chief 
Magistrate as to the necessity of the case. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Then, if it should ever so | 
happen that there should be an inefficient Admin- 
istration in this Government, and during four | 
years that Administration were to neglect the pub- 
lic duties that by law devolved upon it, and the 
interests of the country were suffering not only 
in the present but in the future, | understand the 
Senator from Maine to take the ground that he 
would remain perfectly quiet; and that Congress 
is to be bound hand and foot, and take no action, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. 

Mr. WIGFALL. That is the legitimate con- 
clusion from the argument of the Senator. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. ‘The Senator may draw 
1 only say 
that is not my view. 

Mr. WIGFALL. Then, Mr. President, these 
facts have been brought to the knowledge of the 
If Senators believe there is no border 


believe there is no necessity for doing this, letthem 
vote ‘*no;”’ but if, on the contrary, they believe 
that this necessity is there existing; that there is 
a necessity for this regiment; and if they believe 
that the President, for any reason whatever, has 
failed to give this information, but that upon the 
appropriation being made the regiment will be or- 
dered into the field with as many companies as 
may be necessary, and that the people of that bor- | 
der will be protected, and that this Government | 
will probably be relieved in the future of being 
involved in a foreign war with an entire nation, | 
that may lead to consequences most disastrous; 
then, I say; as it occurs to me, they may vote for 
the amendment. All I ask is, that a vote may be 
taken and the question disposed of. 
Mr.COLLAMER. Mr. President, I do not pro- 
ose to repeat any of the suggestions which have | 
en made here on d:fferent sides of this question; 
but it seems to me that if the Executive of this | 
Government, whose duty it is, with the means 
which he possesses, upon proper demand to pro- 
tect the country from invasion, will not do it, and 
does not do it, we cannot help it; it is not in our 
power to avoid it. If the President thinks there | 
is no such invasion as requires to be resisted, of | 
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' showing the necessity. But if the President will 


not ask for more troops, and will not use what he 
has, perhaps because he thinks it unnecessary, the 
thing will not be at all altered by our passing this 


| law. We may make an appropriation to authorize 


him to call out this force; butit will be still left en- 


| tirely to him to say whether he will call it out or 


not. 
Mr. WIGFALL. Precisely. 
I am willing to leave it there. 


Mr. COLLAMER. ‘That does not alter the 


Leave it there. 


| thing in the least. Itis left to the Executive power 
| and inclination. 


It is so before this statute, and it 
will be so after this statute. Hence, | say, that 
I will do nothing of this kind, if he does not want 
it, and does not ask for it; and it will do no good 
if he does not feel inclined to use it. 

Mr. GWIN. Ido not wish to interpose any 
obstacle to the reference of this bill to the Mili- 
tary Committee, if it will expedite the passage of 


| the bill or the action of the Senate on this amend 


ment. Ido not understand from the chairman of 
the Committee on Military Affairs that it is de- 


| sirable to send this amendment to that committee. 


I think we had better vote on it and pass the bill 
during the day. We have special order after spe- 
cial order during the next week. ‘To-morrow and 
the next day are set apart for private business; 
and | think we had better take a vote on this 
amendment now, and see whether it is to be at- 
tached to this bill; and then, if it is the judgment 
of the Senate that it should go to the Military 
Committee, after the amendment is placed on the 
bill, and the chairman of the commitee indicates 
that some amendments may be added to it by that 
committee, I shall have no objection. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will merely say that I saw no 


| necessity for a reference to the Committee on Mil 


itary Affairs, because thatcommittee have the sub- 
ject now under consideration. A bill for the same 
purpose was introduced into the Senate, was re- 
ferred to that committte, and is now before that 
committee, the committee having called on the 
War Department for information, and not yet hav- 
ing received areply. ‘Therefore it would wasely 
be to add to the matter upon the table of the com- 
mittee the same substance in another form. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope we shail have a vote on 
the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion of the Senator from Illinois to refer the 
bill and amendment to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


l ask for the yeas and nays 


| taken, resulted—yeas 24, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—Meesrs. Anthony,. Bingham, Cameron, Chand- 


| ler, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes 


senden, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, Iverson, 
King, Simmons, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, 


|| Wilkinson, and Wilson—24. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Bragg, Bright, Cheenut, Clay, 
Clingman, Davis, Douglas, Fiteh, Fitzpatrick Green, Gwin, 
Hammond, Haun, Hemphill, Johnson of Arkansas, John- 
son of Tennessee, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, 
Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Seward, Stidell, 
Wigiall, and Yulee—31. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 


| curson the amendment of the Senator from Texas. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I should like to inquire 
of the chairman of the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, as | understood him to state that this same 
subject of raising a regiment for the defense of the 
frontiers of Texas was under their consideration, 


|| when that committee will probably report upon 


the subject? ‘ a 
Mr. DAVIS. I will answer the Senator, that 


| the question of raising the regiment of mounted 
| volunteers in Texas was decided last year, and a 


| law enacted authorizing it. 


course he will take no measures. If he is in want¢ 


of troops, and wishes to resist an Invasion, he can 
ask for them, and we will grant them, upon his | 





The only remaining 
question is, whether Congress will yo a the 
money to sustain the regiment, if raise That 
question was before the Committee on Military 

ffairs, and of course involved the question of the 
propriety or necessity for raising the regiment. It 
was referred to the War Department, and we have 
not yet received an answer. I should think it 
would not take more than one day afte? the an- 
swer is received to enable the committee to report. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. As the question of the 
propriety of the appropriation of this money. for 
that purpose is pending before the Military Com- 
mittee, | think the Senate cannot act advisedly 
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until that committee report upon the subject. For || for in this body he advoéated the extension of a | 


myself, | am willing to vote all that is necessary 
to defend Texas, or any other State, against inva- 
sion from Mexico, or from any other country— 
to vote all the men and all the money that is 


necessary; but so long as that question is pending || 


before the Committee on Military Affairs, it seems 
to me that we cannot vote advisedly on this prop- 
osition until that committee reports, and the evi- 
dence is furnished to the Senate. I do not desire, 
therefore, that this question should be pressed 
now to an immediate vote, and | move that the 
further consideration of this bil and the amend- 
ment be postponed until Wednesday of next week, 
and in the mean time we may get this report. 
Mr. WIGFALL. I ask the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, the chairman of the Military Committee, 
who states that they are waiting for an answer 


from the War Department, when the request for 


information was made? 
Mr. DAVIS. I cannot state the date. It was 
some time since, though. 


Mr. WIGFALL,. Cannot you come within a | 


stone’s throw of it? 
Mr. DAVIS. 
last of December. 
Mr. HEMPHILL. The bill was introduced 
by myself, | think, on the 22d of December, and 
referred first to the Committee on Finance, and by 
that committee it was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs about the last of December, 
and | suppose immediate application was made to 
the Department for information on the subject. 


Mr. DAVIS. Generally, after a bill is referred | 


on which information is required, it is sent to the 
War Office. If it requires information from that 
Department, only a few days would intervene. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is or || 


the motion to postpone until Wednesday of next 
week. 

Mr. GWIN. So far as I am concerned, I have 
no objection to the postpontment, or the reference 


of this subject to the Military Committee. Iam | 


very sorry that the amendment has been offered 
to this bill. 1 was requested by the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance to report the bill to the 
Senate and secure its passage atas early a day as 
possible. Itis the duty of the Finance Commit- 
tee to get clear of general appropriation bills as 
rapidly as possible, when they are sent to us from 
the House of Representatives. It seems to me 
that if the bill is to be postponed, it had better be 


referred to the Military Committee and let them | 


bring it back on Wednesday next. We have spe- 
cial orders for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes- 
day; and the question is, Whether we can get this 
bill up for final action? If it is to go over at all 
from to-day, if we cannot get a final disposition 
of the bill now, it seems to me it had better go to 
the Military Committee, so that they can bring it 


back. My only objection to the postponement is || 


that I wish action on the appropriation bill which 
has been placed in my charge. I am willing to 
take a vote on the amendment, and if it is attached 
to this appropriation bill I am willing to let it go 
to the Military Committee for examination. They 
may prepare some amendments*to it. My impres- 
sion is, thatif it is voted on the bill it can then be 
referred to the Military Committee for examina- 
tion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I hope it will not be post- 
poned. We see already that it must go over for 
a week if itis. I think we had better vote now. 

The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 

, Mr. GWIN. Now let us have a vote on the 
amendment. 


The. VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison | 


the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Inasmuch as I am forced 
to vote upon a question in regard to which the 
Senate has not before it the information necessary 
in an official form, but itis based entirely on news- 
paper reports, I shall be compelled, under the cir- 
cumstances, to vote against the amendment. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, the Senators 
from Texas come into this Chamber and repre- 
sent that several hundred miles of the frontiers of 
that State are invaded by robber bands from Mex- 
ico, that persons are murdered, that houses are 
burnt, wad the a military force ought to be raised 
or sent there for the guhans of that State. The 
Governor of Texas, whose opinions we allknow— 


~ 


Your colleague says about the 








|| protéctorate over Mexico—has, as has been ad- 
| mitted on this floor, asked for a force for the pro- 
| tection of his State. Now, sir, we have the Gov- 
| ernor of that State asking for protection; we have 
the Senators from that State making that demand 
upon this floor. 

It is said that we have not these facts officially. 
I take it these facts are well known. I have made 


| there be any responsibility upon me for that, I am 
ready to take it. I shall vote for it because it is 
| asked by the representatives of that State upon 
this floor, upon a statement of facts known to 
them. I shall vote for it because I understand the 
Governor of that State has made this demand; and 
I shall vote for it, too, because, if these statements 
as to the facts be true—and I do not doubt them— 
the present Administration has neglected the duty 
it owes to the country, and grossly neglected that 
duty; but I shall not fail to do my duty because 
this Administration has failed to do its duty. Sir, 


aware that anybody knows, why the small mili- 
tary force stationed at Brownsville—a force abso- 
lutely necessary at that point—was removed. I 
| do not know, and I am not aware that anybody 
knows, why a proper military force has not been 


kept upon that frontier. The public press has | 
been filled for weeks with these rumors. I have | 
no doubt that outrages, and great outrages, have | 


been committed. I do not believe that the people 


force; and if the Government does not protect 


tection of the lives and p®perty of their people. 
If the Government neglects its duty, the people of 


Texas ought not to neglect their own defense. || 


They will call out a force; they will command that 
| force; and, with the public sentiment upon that 
_ frontier, with the opinions entertained by the pres- 
ent Governor of that State, I shall not be surprised 
to see that military force pass the line of Mexico, 
and see this country involved in a war with that 
Republic; and | am not at all clear that that is not 

the wish of persons connected with the Govern- 
| ment of this country. 

I do not think it worth while for us to stand 


us, I do not think it worth while for the Congress 
of the United States to fail to meet the obligations 
devolving on it. With these views, I intend to 
vote for this appropriation; andif there be respons- 
ibility for itr I am ready to take it. I believe 
that the Government, in this matter, has not done 
its duty. 
department of this Government, for the last three 


years, has been most grossly mismanaged. Take | 
the sending of the Army to Utah. It was sent |; 
there under circumstances and under management | 
that, instead of repressing the Mormons, has built | 
up the Mormons. The Mormons are growing | 
wealthy upon the fact that your Army is stationed | 
there. The Army ought to be removed from there. || 
The force ought to be placed on the frontiers, | 


where it is necessary for defense. 

These are my views. We are called upon to 
make this appropriation. The Senators from 
Texas dena is ne and I know that if these 
outrages were perpetrated in my State and the 
Government neglected it, I should press these de- 
mands on the Government here. elying, then, 
sir, on this statement of facts, believing that the 


the frontiers of the State of Texas as it ought to 
_ have done, but has neglected its duty, | shall vote 
| for this appropriation for the defense of the front- 
| ier of that State. 


and | appreciate his argument; but I confess that 
it has had an exactly contrary effect on my mind 
from what it has had on his. He is going to vote 
these $1,100,000 into the hands of the Administra- 
tion, because he believes them incompetent, in- 
| efficient, wanting in the discharge ‘of their duties, 
| and neglectful of the interests of Texas. That is 
the reason why I shall vote against it. I believe 
just as the Senator does exactly, and perhaps, if 
anything, a little more so; but instead of that fact 
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up my mind to vote for this appropriation; and if | 


| the Administration is responsible for the defense | 
of the country. Ido not know, and I am not | 


of Texas will continue for weeks and months | 
longer to submit to them. They will call out a | 


them, they ought to call out a force for the pro- || 


upon the technical points here. Because,the Ad- | 
ministration has neglected to defend a State of | 
this Union, or neglected to put information before | 


In fact, I believe the whole military | 


| Government of the country has not taken care of | 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I have listened | 
to my friend from Massachusetts, as | always do, | 
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| inducing me to vote them money to spend, it in- 
|| duces me to withhold it. 
|| 1 know it is a very unpopular thing to stand up 
|, here and vote against Texas; but, by the blessing 
|| of God and the favor of my constituents, I have 
I] Fe as high a place in the country as I want, and 
|| lam going to do as I please. I shall vote against 
|| all such appropriations, until I am satisfied that 
|| the present condition of the Army is not sufli- 
| cient. Whaton earth have we got this Army 
for? What are they doing? Every time there is 
anything on earth to do, as I said before, and I 
do not know but what I may have to say it again, 
you want an increase. I think, sir, we have now 
twenty thousand men in the Army, and this is 
|| the only speck of war that I know of. We have 
| twenty thousand men, and we are asked for an 
| increase of another regiment, and I understand 
| the Administration have not requested it. Last 
and least of all,am I willing to vote it in the pres- 
|| ent state of things. 
|| I have too much respect for the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs to vote this money. 
| 1 know that the vote which he gave just now 
|| against referring this bill and amendment to the 
|| Committee on Military Affairs—I say I know; I 
|| do not know it, but I have no doubt, I am satisfied 
|| in my own mind—that that vote was the vote of a 
'| modest gentleman who was not willing to grasp 
jurisdiction to his own committee, instead of ex- 
eo gow the sound views of astatesman. If it 
1ad been any other committee in the world, | 
|, think the chairman of the Committee on Military 
| Affairs would have voted for the reference. Where 
is the necessity of this hot haste? Why cannot 
| we treat this as we do anything else that we have 
| referred to a committee and that they have under 
|| consideration? While it is pending before them, 
the Senate on the motion of a member of the body, 
| without the recommendation of any committee or 
|| the suggestion of any Depertment, or the recom- 
| mendation of the Executive, undertake to foréstall 
| the judgment of the committee, take the thing out 
of their hands, and vote upon a measure which 
they are now deliberating upon. I shall vote 
against it, and I shall not make a long speech; but 
| if the amendment is adopted, I want to go further. 
I hope the Senate will indulge me if this amend- 
| ment is adopted, as I suppose it will be, with the 
ee and nays upon the other branch of the bill. 
want to vote against appropriating another dol- 
lar to the West Point Academy. 1am as radical 
as that. Put on the amendment and I shall vote 
| against the bill; keep it off and I shall vote against 
it; and I want the yeas and nays. I remember 
| the first time I had the honor of a seatin the other 
|, House of Congress, which was in 1843, I sub- 
|| mitted the following resolution to the House of 
|| Representatives: 
| ‘That the national Military Academy at West Point 
| Ought to be abolished ; that the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to report to this House a bill repealing 
all laws establishing or continuing the same, and appropri- 
ating the money now required to sustain that institution to 
the diffusion of military instruction in the different States 
and Territories.”’ 

A motion was made to lay that resolution upon 
the table, upon which the yeas were 97, and the 
nays were 70; so that, according to the recorded 
opinions of that House in 1843, there were seventy 
members in favor of withholding all supplies for 
that academy. I think it isan anomaly. It is 
unjust and unnecessary. I do not know of any 
more right or obligation or justice in educating 
officers of the Army at the public expense, than 
in educating lawyers, clergymen, mechanics, or 
| manufacturers of any sort; and I will venture fur- 
ther, to say, that this course which I deemed it 
my duty to take inthe House of Representatives 
some seventeen years ago, was done in accord- 
ance with the recommendation and instruction of 
the Democratic Legislature of the State of New 
Hampshire; a State whose Democracy at that 
time was considered of so high a we that I 
remember having been complimented when I first 
took a seat in the lower House, by being told by 
a southern gentleman very complacently that they 
looked then on New Hampshire as the South Car- 
olina of the North. [(Laughter.] At the time 
| when New Hampshire occupied thatenviable posi- 
| tion in the ranks of the Democratic party, as to 
be entitled to be considered the South Carolina of 
| the North, she instructed her Representatives and 
| Senators, by a very decisive vote, to withhold all 
supplies and all appropriation for the Military 
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